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FOUR MONTHS TOUR 


' THROUGH FRANCE. 


LETTER XVIL 


Lyons, June 24th, 1775. 


DEAR SIR, 


"Ar L this day I have been 
on the ramble, to take a view of the 
buildings, ſtreets, bridges, rivers, walks, 
&c. of this opulent city. My head is a 
little confuſed with the variety, and I 
can only talk to you of its beauty in ge- 
| neral ;. 
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neral; which has ſtruck me ſo much 
that, were beauty of ſituation the only 
thing to be conſidered, Lyons would be 
the town, wherein I ſhould chooſe to re- 
ſide, beyond any other I have ever ſeen. 
In my opion the much -· vaunted city of 
Paris ſuffers by being put in compariſon 
with it. The ſtreets here are neat and 
clean; and the buildings on each ſide, 
tho” not ſo high, nor ſo numerous, are 
ſuperior to thoſe of that merrepotis in 
their ſtructure. The oozy god of the 
Seine muſt hide his head, when thoſe of 
the Soane and Rhone appear, as muſt 
the nymphs of its banks, when ſuch di- 
vinities, as I have ſeen this day, diſplay 
their charms. Here is a ſuperioriry 
that 1 think cannot fail of ſtriking a fo- 
reigner; for I verily believe, one quar- 
ter of Fond contains more beautiful 
women, than all Paris can produce. Per- 
haps the time of my being here, has not 
been a little favourable to this opinion, 

as I came at the Fele de Dieu and the re- 
jouſance for the coronation of the King : 
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when the various proceſſions, ſpectacles, 
&c. drew every one into view, dreſſed 
in the moſt ſplendid manner their cir- 
cumſtances would afford. The ſun here 
makes it neceſſary, for the women to 
carry paraſols, to preſerve their beauty, 
which approaches the neareſt to that of 
our unrivalled countrywomen of any I 
have yet ſeen in this kingdom. 


As theſe paraſols are made of filk of 
various colours (very cheap here) and 
have a ſhining appearance from the re- 
flection of the rays; they produce when 
mixed with the gaudy dreſſes of the 
walkers, the moſt pleaſing effect that 
can be conceived. Even the hackney- 
coaches come in for their ſhare of ſupe- _ 
riority, and are in general almoſt as 
good as thoſe of London, ſaving that 
they are a little more unwieldy ; whilſt 
the fiacres of Paris are only fit to carry 
what is ſwept from the ſtreets, and are 
filled with bugs, vermin, and all kinds 
of was 
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I need not tell you that the principal 
manufacture of Lyons is ſilk/ I might 
ſay the entire, for at every tenth houſe 
you may ſee a ſign notifying that there 
is a fabrique de ſoye there. As yet ] have 
not ſeen a ragged perſo n, nor met any 
beggars in the ſtreets. Every one may 
find ſome employment if he will: and 
; If he is known to be idle, or is found 
aſking alms in the ſtreets, he is led to the 
Charite, where his wants are enquired 
into and relieved, and taſks proportion- 
ed to his capacity aſſigned by the ſocie- 
ty, appointed to inſpect ſuch affairs. 


— — 


(OL ů — — . — 


It is really aſtoniſhing, that the pro- 
jecting heads of the Britiſh nation have 
never been able, to hit upon a ſcheme, 
to relieve diſtreſs and purge the ſtreets 

of our metropolis, of thoſe peſts that 
infeſt them. A man cannot ſtir outſide 

his door, without having his eyes ſhock- 

ed by the expoſition. of human miſery, 

and that not only real, but pretended— 

he muſt be obliged to look. on fictitious 

ulcers, 
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ulcers, ſqualid deformities, - and the 
whole train of walking diſeaſes, without 
being able to diſtinguiſh the impoſtor, 
ſrom the real ſufferer whoſe misfortunes. 
he would wiſh to alleviate. A foreign- 
er might imagine the Engliſh a very in- 
ſenſible nation; and that no one's feel- 
ings were affected by ſuch ſights; as 
they might certainly, by proper regula- 
tions, be removed. You may ſay, that 
we have workhouſes, and receptacles ap- 
pointed for the poor So we have, I con- 
feſs—but my good friend—theſe are 
places, which, as they are at preſent ma- 
naged, I cannot think of but with indig- 
nation — abominable dens — where di- 
ſtreſs is delivered up to avarice, rapacity, 
and inhumanity. I could wiſh that a 
brand was put in ſome honeſt hand, to 
ſet fire to every houſe of that denomi- 
on in the kingdom. It is no wonder, 
that many people who are not idly in- 
clined, had rather endure the inclemen- 
cies of the weather, and ſtarve in the 
ſtreets. than yield themſelves up to the 
+ 1 brutality 
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| brutality. and villainy of overſeers and 
farmers of the poor. What ſtrange po- 
licy have we got, that every thing with 
us, even to mifery, muſt be farmed; 
and that all public inſtitutions, inſtead 
of being governed by ſocieties, ſhould 
be truſted to the folly and caprice of in- 
dividuals? Enquire into the manage- 
ment. of any of thoſe houſes, and you 
will execrate them, as much as I do, 
Fancy a conſtable or any other perſon 
bringing a number of poor, to one of 
thoſe farmers that contract for them, 
and addreſſing him to this purpoſe: 
** Here are a number of wretches under 
** the laſh of misfortune, and poverty 
take them under your's — the pariſh 
thinks the beſt way to ſave expence 
and trouble, is to allow you a certain 

- Price per head for their maintenance 

* what you can gain by their labours, 
as they are your flaves; or what you 
can ſave, by ſuſtaining them on leſs, 
than is alloted ſhall be your profit and 
91 ure for taking them.“ Heavens! that 


ſuch 
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ſuch a practice as thisſhould be common 
in England; and that any human beings, 
whoſe only crime may be their poverty, 
ſhould: be delivered up into the power 
of an ignorant individual, who may 
prove a brutal ty rant, againſt whom it 
is in vain to apply for redreſs, who may 
add inſults and cruelty to the poignan- 
cy of miſery, and ſport with their lives 
and liberty, to gratify his avarice, rapa- 
city, or inhumanity. I was told not ma- 
ny months ſince, when in London, that 


a farmer of this kind had amaſſed a large 


fortune, by feeding thoſe who had been 
ſo happy as to fall into his clutches, on 
rotten proviſions, and the refuſe of mar- 
kets. In government the Engliſh are 
very cautious of truſting power in the 
hands of one man, but ſeem to think, 
that every individual, beneath a King, 
cannot abuſe it. I beg pardon for ſtrol- 
ling in this manner over our workhouſes, 
when I ſhould be in the ſtreets of Lyons: 
but I cannot help railing at my country- 
men, when I ſee any thing better con- 

ducted 
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ducted here, than at home, without any 
ſuperior advantages ; nor bear that our 
neighbours ſhould, in any reſpect, be 
wiſer than we are. Jam got ſo far out 
of my ways that 'tis too late to return, 


ſo will e' en conclude this day” s peregri- 
nation where I am. 
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LETTER XVII. 


Lyons, June 25th, 1775. 


DEAR SIR, 


I WAS rouſed this morning, 
about four o'clock, by the braying of af- _ 
ſes, and a buſy hum of pe ople; and on 
looking into the ſtreet ſaw it filled with 
peaſants, and baſkets filled with fruits of 
different kinds, and the produce of the 
garden. Not being in a humour to re- 


turn to bed, I took a walk to the Char- 
treux convent, to have a view of Lyons 


and its environs. In every point of 
view this town is extremely beautiful; 
and I believe few can boaſt to ſuch ri- 
vers as the Rhone and the Soane. 'The 
weather was very clear, ſo that I had, 

for the firſt time, a view of the chain 
of the mountains of Savoy, and thoſe 
immenſe boundaries, ſo famous in hiſto- 
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ry, the Alps. Atthe convent I was for- 
tunate enough to meet with one of the 
fraternity, who led me through every 
part that was worthy to be ſhewn. The 
reverend fathers of this order are habited 
in white flannel, or baize garments, that 
reach down to the ground: their heads 
are cloſe ſhaved, and their appearance 
altogether is not unlike that, of perſons 
going into a public bath. They are eſ- 
teemed rich; and their manner of liv- 
ing ſeems more comfortable, than that 
ol any other order. Every one has his 
ſeparate rooms, which conſiſt, if I may 
judge by thoſe I ſaw, of two Arge par- 
lours, a ſtudy, a dormitory, and a cloſet. 
Beſides thoſe, every one has his garden, 
which is ſtocked with fruit, and what- 
ever vegetables they like. They have 
no windows towards the cloiſters, ſo 
that all their apartments look into their 
little plantations, except a ſmall wicket, 
where their- dinners or ſuppers, which 
always conſiſt of fiſh, dreſſed in vatious 
manners, are received. The father, 

Who 
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who was ſo kind to ſhew me his habita- 
tion, ſeemed to have taken great delight 
in multiplying ſwarms of bees, of which 
he had a great number; and the prin- 
cipal, or almoſt only vegetable in his 
garden, except trees, was thyme, which 
ſuppoſe he intended for their labours. 


Was I to be a Monk, I would be a Car- 
| in. | | | 


The country ano has the appear- 
ance of fertility, and the Lyonnois ſeem 
to have no reaſon, to charge nature with 
being a niggard, in the diſtribution of 
her bounties. Was it not for the fogs, 
which frequently cover this city, I 
ſhould think it almoſt impoſſible, that 
any other in the world, can be a more 
delightful and alluring place of reſi- 
dence. Read the following latin verſes 
of a very celebrated writer, and you will 
there ſee, that I beſtow no encomiums 
on it, that have not the teſtimony of far 
9 greater 2 


Flumineis 
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Hlumi neis Rhodanus qua ſe fugat incitus undis, 
Quague pigro dubitat flumine mitis Arar, 
Lugdunum jacet ; antiguo nowus orbis in orbe, 
\ Lug dunumgue vetus orbis in orbe novo. 
Qued nolis, alibi quæras; hic quere quod optas ; 
Aut hic, aut nuſquam, vincere vota potes. 
Lugduni, quodcungue pote ſt dare mundus, habebit; 
Plura petas, hec urbs, & tibi plura dabit, 


Mr. , though generally alert and 
on the wing, when any curioſity is to be 
ſeen, or any uſeful intelligence got; was 
ſo lazy in the morning, as to ſuffer me 
to take my ramble alone, However, in 
the afternoon, we ſallied forth as uſual 
together, and viſited the Hotel Dieu. 
This hoſpital is perhaps the neateſt and 
beſt regulated in the world. Every 
apartment is ſo clean, that every chair, 
table, and board ſhines like a poliſhed 
piece of marble. Women, of what re- 
ligious order I now forget, are employed 
in preparing the medicines preſcribed, 
and in attending on the ſick. The only 
fault I could find was, that the cells ap- 
pointed for the inſane, are expoſed to 
public 
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public curioſity. I am glad that this 
practice, which is by no means a humane 
one, is now aboliſhed in London. There 
are but too many unfeeling brutes I fear 
in the world, who can not only look un- 
moved on the miſery of ſuch unhappy 
Vuretches; but even take a pleaſure, in 


increaſing their ravings, by ſavage inſult 
and cruel mockery. | 


| As I am now returned from the the- 
atre, I hope to finiſh this letter with an 
account of hat little I know of it, before 
our ſupper comes up. I am rather out 
of humour with myſelf, as I imagine I 
have this evening been made a dupe, 
and have thrown away ſome livres, with- 
out any credit to my intentions or gene- 
roſity. I will tell you what I mean. 
Perhaps my judgment is premature ; 
however if I find reaſon to alter it, I 
will inform you, when I write again. 
Two gentlem, with whom I happened 
to fall in company, and of whom I was 
enquiring, at dinner this afternoon, the 


part 
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part of the town where the theatre lay, 
offered to accompany me there. As 
Mr. Vas indiſpoſed, and they both 

ſeemed to be perſons with whom [I 
might not be aſhamed to be ſeen, I glad- 
ly accepted their propoſal. A fiacre 
was called, and they gave the coachman 

his orders. When it ſtopt at that part 
of the houſe where the tickets are given 

out, Forignan, which was the name of 

our laquais de louage whom we had hired, 

opened the door, and I gave him a Louis 
that he might bring me one. The fel- 
low / ſtopped, and expected my two com- 
panions to give him money like wiſe for 
the ſame purpoſe; but as they gave him 
none, he turned to me and aſked how 
many he ſhould get. I did not know 
what to ſay, for I ſhould have thought 

that an offer to treat them would be 
taken as an affront; but they ſaved 
me the trouble of anſwer, and very 
readily bid him bring three. The tiek- 
ets were accordingly brought; the 
coachman 3 „ amd the ſmall 
remain- 
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remainder of the Louis given me, with- 
out their making the. leaſt apology for 
the liberty they had taken with my purſe, 
or offering to pay a ſingle ſou. Perhaps 
they thought their company was worth . 
being paid for Well, much good may 

the entertainment, my money has given, 
do them. I am ſure, an Engliſhman 
would as ſoon think of making the man 
in the moon treat him to a play or an 
opera as a Frenchman in London. I 
have ſince aſked Forignan, whether it is 
_ uſual here, for foreigners to treat thoſe, 
with whom they viſit public ſpectacles : 
but he tells me no. © How came it 
then (ſaid I) that thoſe with whom we 
went this evening, paid for themſelves, 
out of my money without invitation?“ 
He anſwered me with a ſhrug of his 
ſhoulders, and ſaid ſmiling, Oh Mon- 
fieur ! les Anglois ſont bien riches—A very 
good apology for them, thought I—bur 
I ſhall take care for the future, asIam far 


from being one of the bien riches, with 
Vo“. II. 9 with 
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with what company I go again to public 
diverſions. | 


The inſide of the theatre is of the 
ſame form as that of Paris, only that it 
is leſs, and has but three rows of boxes. 
Theſe are not ſo often hired by parti- 
cular perſons for the year, which gives 
them the ſuperiority ; for they are not 
ſo often empty, when the other parts of 
the houſe are crowded. Lyons is the 
nurſery of the French theatre; and is 
continually fending ſome of her beſt ac- 
tors to exhibit their abilities before the 
nicer criticks of the metropolis. It has 
lately produced La Rive, who com- 
mands almoſt as warm ſhouts of ap- 
plauſe, from a Pariſian, as Garrick from 
a London audience. Between the play 
and entertainment, it ſeems to be the 
cuſtom to adjourn to a neighbouring 
walk for about a quarter of an hour; 
and this may be done, without fear of 
any inſolenee from coachmen, chairmen, 
or pickpockets, either in going or re- 

. ES turning 
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returning. The ſinger that gained the 
greateſt applauſe here, I am perſuaded 
would be hiſſed in England; as his voice 
was execrable, his manner vulgar, and 
his cadences the moſt injudicious and 
ll-executed, I ever heard: but of the 
females, there was one, who I believe 


would not want plaudits in any theatre 
in 3 


I am, &c. 
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A TE NU Nx. 
Lyons, June 26th, 1775. 


— ——— * 
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As this day is Sunday, 1 
have been looking into ſome of the 
churches. The numerous veſtiges of 
antiquity, that remain ſcattered here and 
there in them, would fill a volume to 
deſcribe : but do not imagine, that I am 
going to undertake ſuch a taſk, when I 
want three very eſſential things towards 
performing it — time, inclination, and 
abilities. I can be dull enough unde- 
ſignedly, ſo that I ſurely need not take 
Pains to be more ſo. | 


In the church of La Trinite lies Simon 
Marguc mot, who raiſed Paris to an arch- 
. biſhoprick ; and whom I mention on ac- 
count of a curious letter, written to him 
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by Cardinal Richlieu. This prelate was 
noticed for his extraordinary abilities by 
Henry the Fourth, and ſent to treat 
with Pope Paul the Fifth, on the affairs 
of the Valteline. During his reſidence at 
Rome, he was won over to the opinion 
of the Pope, and writ a letter to the 
Cardinal, who became miniſter in his 
abſence, adviſing him, to be cautious of 
provoking the Italians and Spaniards; 
and that it would be better to liſten to 
their conditions. The following was 
the laconic anſwer which he received: 
Le Roi a change de conſeil, & le conſeil de 
maximes. On enverra une armee dans la 
Valteline, qui rendra le Pape plus facile, & 
nous fera avoir raiſon des Eſpagnols. His 
endeavours however to. perſuade the 
Pope, to eſtabliſh an archbiſhoprick at 
Paris, were not fo ineffectual, as thoſe 
he uſed to perſuade his maſter's miniſter _ 


to conceſſion : but he could not exalt it 


above that of Lyons, which ſtill pred 
as firſt in the Kingdom. 


OT, | mM 
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In the church of St. Pierre lies &.. 
Ennemond, of whoſe death they relate 
ſome curious ſtories, that are ſwallowed 
by all the children and credulous fana- 
ticks that hear of his name. As this 
prelate was accuſed to Clovis of treaſon; 
the King ſent a guard to conduct him 
to Orleans, that he might be tried : but 
this guard, which was compoſed of his 
enemies, fearing his innocence would ap- 
pear too clearly for their wiſhes or per- 
haps ſafety, murdered him at Chalons. 
So far what they ſay may be true; but 
how he came to be buried at St. Pierre, 
is the extraordinary part of their tale. 
They tell you, that after he was ſlain, 
his body was expoſed in an open boat 
on the Soane; and that whilſt a croud 
of people were ſtanding on the banks to 
view it, two pillars of fire ſtarted up 
-one at his head, and the other at his 
feet; on which the boat ruſhed from 
the ſhore like a rocket, and directed it- 
{elf towards Lyons with vaſt rapidity. 
Such an extraordinary fight could not 
| fail 
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fail of drawing all that city to view it. 
Prayers were offered to it by all the re- 
ligious orders aſſembled. But it conti- 
nued its courſe, till it came oppoſite to 
the abbey of S:. Pierre, where it made a 
full ſtop ; and when Petromlle and Lucie, 
two of that prelate's ſiſters, appeared, 
it inſtantly turned to the bank, and the 
two pillars of fire advanced to the place 
where he lies, and then diſappeared. As 
this was interpreted to be an indication 
of the ſpot, where they ſhould inter 
him, it was accordingly followed: and 
as he was afterwards canonized, his ſpi- 
rit has remained very quiet ever ſince. 


The church of S:. Stephen, or St. John, 
which is its preſent name, ranks above 
all the others in point of antiquity. It 
is built on the remains of a temple, de- 
dicated to Auguſtus : and the ſtructure, 
tao! ſimple, is reckoned equal to any in 
France. Thecanons were inſtituted by 
Leydrade in the ſeventh century ; and 
all take the title of Counts. Pope Mar- 

G 4 tin 
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tin afterwards obliged every one, who 
offered himfelf a candidate for this ho- 
nour, to prove his nobility, both on the 
father's and mothers ſide, for four hun- 
dred years. They wear an enamelled 
croſs from the neck by a broad red rib- 
bon ; and have the privilege of officiating 
with a mitre on their heads. Their 
number is thirty-two ; and they boaſt of 
having the King at the head of it. I 
have ſince found, that the Canon, by 
whom we were much entertained in the 
diligence d'eau; was a Count of this or- 
der, There ate various peculiarities, as 
I am informed, in the ceremonies and 
rites of this church: but as I am unac- 
quainted with thoſe uſed in the Romith 
worſhip, I could not be made to under- 
ſtand what they were. Ir is ſaid to 
ſtick to all old forms, to uſe the Grego- 
rian plain chant, and in every thing to 

be neſcia notutatis but what thoſe old 
forms are, it is out of my power to in- 
form you. 


To- 


THROUGH FRANCE. 153 


To-morrow we ſhall quit this beauti- 


ful city, and take boat on the Rhone go 
for Avignon. | 


G5 LETTER 
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LEL TER AY: 
Avignon, June 28th, 1775. 


— — 


3 


An EU Tai qui ne mords point 
Lyons plus doux que cent pucelles : 
Sinon quand Pennem te point, 

Alors ta fureur point ne celles. 


Adieu auſſi a toutes celles, 
Qui embelliſſent ton ſejour ; _ 
Adieu faces belles, & claires ! 
Adieu, vous dis, comme le jour. 


Adieu cite de grande valeur; 
Et citoyens que j aime bien : 
Dieu vous donne fortune, & Þ heur, 


Mili que na ei le mien. 


J'ai retu de vous tant de bien, 
Du plaiſir, & tant de bontt 
Que vo lontiers dirois combien; 
Mais, il ne peut etre compte. 
| Excuſe 
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Excuſe me for ſinging a ſarewel to 
Lyons, which pleaſed me ſo much, and 


which I left with regret. The compo- 


ſition, indeed, is not very elegant, but it 
has antiquity to boaſt; and you may 
take it in another ſhape if you pleaſe, as 

a ſpecimen of French poetry more than 
two hundred years old, for ſo long has 


the author, a native of that city, been. 
dead. 


l imagine we ſhall be more than ſatis- 

fied, before we reach Toulouſe, with tra- 
Tellus by the voitures d'eau. You may 
ſee by this, that we are not ſo well pleaſ- 
ed with the expedition on the Rhone, as- 
on the Soane. Not that the proſpects 
or the company have been leſs enter- 
taining, but the auberges were fo de- 
teſtable, that we could not get into bed,. 
without apprehenſions of being devour- 
ed by vermin. The boat alſo was not 
ſo well fitted up as the other; for by 
carrying commodities of different kinds, 
it 
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it was dirty, and furniſhed a compound 
of villainous ſmells, by no means agree- 
able to the human noſtril. But this laſt 
inconvenience was eaſily remedied, or 
rather avoided, by fitting on the top; 
which is certainly the beſt ſituation for 


thoſe, who would be acquainted with 
rhe appearance of the country. 


The breadth of the Rhone, ſo famous 
in hiſtofy, did not come up to my ex- 
pectations: as I had figured to myſelf 
an enormous whole, from its confluence 
Vith ſuch a river as the Soane. But its 
ſwiftneſs, which is ſuch, as to take off 
the neceſſity of uſing ſails, oars, or horſes, 


greatly outſtripped them. Near the 


banks, for ſome way after you have left 
Lyons, there are a number of mill erec- 
ted; which turn with as great rapidity, 
as thoſe driven by water deſcending 
from a ſluice. The proſpect, for the 
moſt part, is ſtriking and romantic. 
On each ſide the view is bounded by 


huge 
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huge rocks, and mountains that lift 
their tops to the clouds; on ſome of 
which you often ſee the ruins of caſtles, 
towns, or antient fortreſſes. Theſe 
rocks and mountains are generally bare 
ol trees, ſhrubs, or any green thing, to- 
wards their ſummits; but their baſes 
are ſkirted with vines, extended along 
the banks of the river. Numberleſs are 
the ruins of bridges, which time and the 
impetuoſity of the ſtream have deſtroy- 

ed; and many are the fragments of an- 

tiquity, that preſent themſelves on all 

ſides. Even the towns and buildings 
that are habitable, have an uncommon 
appearance; and are ſuch, as one's fancy 
often pictures, in reading romances, and 
in travelling with knights-errant through 
the habitations of necromancers, giants, 
and magicians. The largeſt of the 
towns is Vienne which with its turrets 
ſtretches itſelf with the courſe of the 
river. Thisfplace is ſaid to have been 
formerly the reſidence of the Princes of 


the 
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the country ; and they relate that one of 
them, named Humbert Dauphin, as he 
was playing with his only ſon, at one of 
the windows of his palace, had the mis- 
fortune to let it fall ont of his arms, in- 
to the Rhone that flowed under them. 
'The child was ſwept away by the rapi- 
dity of the ſtream; and the father, in- 
conſolable under his loſs, yielded up 
Dauphine to Philip de Valois; on conditi- 
on that the preſumptive heir to the, 
crown, ſhould ever bear the name of 
Dauphin, and retired in ſolitude to brood 
over his misfortunes. 


Before we reached the bridge of &.. 
Eſprit, every one was talking of the 
danger of paſſing through its arches ; as 
the water, being obſtructed in its courſe, 
forms a fall on the oppoſite ſide, that 
has been often fatal to unskilful boat- 
men. This bridge 1s very much cele- 
brated for its ſtructure, and not perhaps 

without 
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without reaſon : for tho? it is built over 
a river fo prodigiouſly rapid as the 
Rhone, it is the lighteſt I ever ſaw. 
The pliers are remarkably thin, but are 
raiſed with compact materials: and by 
making a leſs refiſtance to the current, 
may ſtand the attacks of floods much 
berter than the maſſy and more ſubſtan- 
tial, I know not what the fall which 
had filled our female fellow-travellers 
with ſuch dreadful apprehenſions, may 
be on a ſudden 1nundation : but I am 
ſure a Thames waterman, who had ſhot 
London-bridge, (as I think their phraſe 
is,) would have laughed at ſhooting 
this, in ſucha boat as ours. 


We are now in the dominions of his 
Holineſs the Pope; and no ſooner ar- 
rived than a voiture is hired to quit 
them. But I muſt haſten to conclude, 
and attend ſome. of our fellow-travel- 
lers, who, have ſent, to let us know, 
they wait to conduct and ſhow us the 

| town, 
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town. If I ſee any thing worth re- 
marking, it muſt ſerve for another 


Mn: 


Adieu, —— 


LETTER | 
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L E TTR 


- 


Aix, June 30th, 1775. 


2 — fu RR 
7 


I HAVE little to ſay of A- 
vignon; as the time, I ſtaid there, would 
permit me to enquire but little about it. 
[ believe there was no part that I did 
not ramble through ; but I do not re- 
member, that I ſaw any thing different 
from any other town of France. Its 
principal beauty is the appearance it 
makes, when viewed from that part of 
the Rhone where we landed, where the 
tout enſemble of the walls, ſpires, turrets, 
and houſes, forms an object that may be 
often viewed with pleaſure. As for the 
palace of the Pope, it is at preſent a moſt 


filthy, drear, and dark manſion, built on 
a bed 
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a bed of rocks; and has more the look 
of a priſon, than of any other habita- 
tion, The apartments within are occu- 
pied by different perſons; and convey 
naidea either of former or preſent gran- 
deur. It is ſaid, that as Avignon a- 
bounds with refugees, ſtrangers, unleſs 
very well recommended, will meet but 
a cold reception from the inhabitants, 


by being ſuppoſed to be of (hut wander- 
ing order, 


J was much better pleaſed with the 
country around, than with Avignon it- 
ſelf. The olive-yards were a new ſcene ; 
and interſperſed with corn fields, form- 
. ed, in my opinion, a much more agree- 
able proſpect, than a country covered 
entirely wito vines, without incloſures 
or trees. We were apprehenſive this 
morning of loſing our breakfaſt, as we 
had not taken care to provide ourſelves 
with any eatable, in this new kind of 

vehicle which we have now hired : and 
in travelling from four o clock in the 
| morning 
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morning, I aſſure you, our appetites 
were ſo whetted, that we could not pa- 
tiently wait, till we reached the place 
where we were to dine. Nothing could 
be could be procured, for a long time, 
at any houſe on the road, but ruſty ba- 
con, which we were not ſo ravenous as 
to devour: but at laſt an old woman 
brought us a plate of large figs, on 
which, with a bottle of wine, we made 
an excellent repaſt. Every kind of fruit 
I find is very cheap in this country: for 
we ſoon after met a pretty payſanne on 
the road, who aſked us but a halfpenny 
_ Engliſh for thirty fine apricots. Had 
he aſked half a louis, I had been leſs 
ſurprized ; but I did not know their 
plenty. We had ſome ſous more than 
her demand, which we threw into her 
baſket. The girl ſmiled ſurprize an gra- 
titude; and made the driver pull off 
his hat, which ſhe heaped with fruit, in 
ſpite of all the fellow could do to hinder 
her. She ſeemed to think, ſhe had been 
well paid for what ſhe gave him: and 
to 
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to take this method of expreſſing her 
thanks. 


As you approach Aix, the country 
throws off its pleaſing appearance, and 
for many miles preſents nothing but 
blue gloomy rocks, that are ſometimes 
naked, and ſometimes have a weather- 
| beaten tree ſcattered here and there. 
a Salvator Roſa might have gazed on 
them with pleaſure; and have taken 
sketches that might not have fallen be- 
neath the wildneſs of his imagination. 


I think we are now in the regions of 
flies, bugs, and beetles: every place 
ſwarms with theſe importunate, trouble- 
ſome vermin, Not a night has there been, 
ſince we left Paris, that one or both of us 
have not ſlept on the floor ; for fear 
of being attacked by thoſe legions, that 
lie in ambuſh amidſt the crevices of the 
beds, and only wait for our ſleep, to 
make their attack. Our cuſtom is, to 
| draw off the upper matraſs with the 
| ſheet 
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ſheet and bolſter on it, into the middle 
of the room ; and bythis means we of ten 
eſcape annoyance, except it be from a 
ſtraggler who has rambled from the main 
body. We are told that ſcorpions. 
are alſo very plenty ; but as yet we 
have been ſo fortunate, as not to meet 
with any : perhaps owing to our avoid- 
ing ground-floors, which they principally 
infeſt. Yeſterday morning I thought 
I felt one in bed with me; but it proved 
to be only one of thoſe large beetles, 
which are common here. As the ſcor- 
pion's ſting is poiſonous, it is not very 
pleaſing to think, that theſe reptiles will 
crawl into our beds, and are prowling 
about on the floors in the night, when it 
is on the floor that we ſleep. Don't 
you lament our hard lot, to be ſo har- 
ralled, as not to be ſuffered to ſleep with- 
out terrors of the bugs in bed, nor of the 
ſcorpions out of it? Mr. , think- 
ing ] ſuppoſe of two evils to chooſe the 
leaſt, ventured one night into a bed: 
but was ſo rudely attacked, that in the 
morning 
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morning about four o'clock, when he 
roſe, his eyes were almoſt cloſed up, and 
his face ſeemed: as if he had been under 
diſcipline at-Hockley in the Hole. It is a 
ſtrange cuſtom which they have in theſe 
parts, where the heat'is often very trou- 
bleſome, to hang their rooms with a 
kind of dark rug, or, as they may call 
it, tapeſtry : for it hasa dirty look, and 
only ſerves to increaſe the warmth of 
them, and to furniſh hives, and nurſe- 
ries Gor thoſe deteſtable vermin that have 
put us in ſuch terrors. 


LETTER 
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LE TT XXII. 


Mar ſeilles, Fuly 3d, 1775. 


——— — — 
* 


INS TEAD of croſſing the 
Rhone from Avignon, towards the ca- 
nal of Languedoc, we have turned a lit- 
tle out of the way, to ſee the antient 
city of Marſeilles. I was not willing to 
miſs an opportunity of delivering a re- 
commendatory letter, which I had to 
the Chevalier De La Chiche, the Engineer 
in chief ; who has treated us, during our 
ſtay here, with the greateſt civility and 
politeneſs, and has kindly been our con- 


ductor to every thing W of curi- 
oſity. 


Marſeilles in beauty has little to boaſt: 
but much in reſpect to its ſituation for 


commerce, 
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commerce, and the antiquity of its foun- 
dation, which is ſaid to have been laid 
in the time of Tarquinius Priſcus. As you 
approach it, the Baſtides, which are be- 
hind, have an uncommon appearance, 
and look like another city, built of 
ſtraggling houſes. Theſe Baſtides are 
little pleaſure- boxes; which cover the 
country for ſome miles ſquare. Every 
citizen, almoſt to the rank of a cobler, 
has his Baſtide; where, after the labours 
of the day, he retires and ſpends the 
evening with his family. The ſpace, 
that each of theſe little retirements takes 


up, is very confined. A little houſe 


with a garden of about thirty yards 
ſquare, filled with fig- trees, olives, and 
vines, is I believe their common extent. 
Behind the walls of one garden begins 
another, which belongs to another citi- 
zen; and continued on, in every plot 
of the compaſs I have mentioned, is a 
houſe and a garden; fo that the Baſtides 


may 
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may be ſaid to be rus in 1 and 1 55 
in rure. x 


The ſtreets here are crowded with 
people of different nations, a moſt ex- 
tenſive trade being carried on with the 
Levant, and with moſt countries of the 
world. On the quay there is an ex- 
tended row of little ſhops ; where the 
galley - ſlaves are permitted to carry on 
their different crafts and trades. Some 
of theſe wretches are permitted to tra- 
verſe the town, but the greater number 
are chained by the leg, to the places 
where they work. In general they do 
not want employment; and the money 
they earn, ſerves them to buy ſnuff, 
tobacco, and ſome petty luxuries which 
| would not otherwiſe be allowed them, in 
their ſtate of puniſhment. Since the 
plague, which ſwept away ſuch a mul- 
titude of the inhabitants of this town, 
in the year 1720, the Marſeillois are very 


cautious of admitting any veſſel from 
* II. H the 
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the Levant, without a ſtrit quarantine; 
and every letter 1s dipped, or ſprinkled 
with vinegar, before delivered. From 
the villainous cuſtom they have here, of 
emptying, in the night, all the filth of 
the houfes into the ſtreets; I ſhould ima- 
gine, were it dubious, whence the infec- 
tion came, that the dreadful deſtroyer of 
mankind was generated among them- 
ſelves. It is impoſſible to walk out in 
the morning, without being almoſt poi- 
ſoned with ſtenthes of all kinds: and 
the volatile efluvie, which are ſubtilized 
by the ſun, and donteminute the atmo- 
ſphere, ſeem capable of producing a con- 
tinual peſtilence. A man who walks 
the ſtreets at any late hour, runs the ha- 
zard of being deluged with ſome abo- 
minable caſcade, or of being over the 
' ſhoe in filth. The cuſtom is, for thoſe 
above to give warning to thoſe below 
three times ; for if they omit doing ſo, 
the perſon who is ſowſed can claim (as 
it is is ſaid) a new ſuit, for that which is 


ſpoiled : 
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ſpoiled : but if he happens to be a little 


thick of hearing, he muſt be content 


with his misfortune, and put himſelf un- 
der the next pump he happens to pals, 
without being able to claim damages 
againſt the offender. 


The manufactures of this town are va- 


rious and flouriſhing, of which thoſe of 


ſoap and wax-candles are the chief : tho? 
the others, ſuch as of ſtuffs in imitation 
of thoſe that come from the Indies, of 
filk ſtockings, porcelain, tapeſtry, hats, 
&c. are far from being inconſiderable 
objects of trade. Theſe employ a pro- 
digious number of workmen ; and owe 
not a little of their ſucceſs to the clear- 
neſs of the atmoſphere around, which 
permits the expoſition of ſuch things, as 
want drying, and bleaching. The de- 


ſigns for the tapeſtry, linen, and Indian 


manufactures, are furniſhed by the ar- 
tiſts belonging to the academy of paint- 
ing at Marſeilles; and muſt be conſe- 

"nn - quently 
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. quently ſuperior to thoſe of other places, 
Where they come from the untutored 
genius of the workmen themſelves. 


The Hotel de ville is a handſome build- 
ing, and has ſeveral pictures worthy the 
attention of an artiſt. Among theſe 
are two painted by Serre, that repreſent 
the plague. Such a ſubject, I think, 
could not be better placed than it 1s, not 
that it is too melancholy for a private 
edifice ; but being in a public, it ſerves 
to put the magiſtrates in mind, what de- 
vaſtation there was in the city, and ex- 
Cites them to uſe every precaution to 
prevent the like again. | 


It is certain that the ſtate of the arts 
was never ſo high, nor Marſeilles in a 
more flouriſhing condition, than under 
the reign of Louis the Fourteenth : but 
the praiſes beſtowed on him in an inſcrip- 
tion, that is in the Hotel de wille, are 
Pompous and ridiculous beyond any 
thing 
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thing ever ſaw, It runs thus: Ludo- 
vicus magnus, ſuis majoribus major, ſapienti 
Minerva ſapientior, ipſo fortior Marte, ter- 
ra marique Victor, piratas fulmineo telo, 
Leonem Belgicam pugua, Aquilam Auſtria- 
cam ferro. Herefim armis officiofis, ſuas vo- 
luntaria pace victorias devicit anno 1688. 


No -other man, beſides Louis the 
Fourteenth, could poſſibly have been 
ſuppoſed, to have ſwallowed ſuch a doſe 
as this: but he was a mere glutton of 
fame, and like a dram-drinker I remem- 
ber, who came by degrees to think bran- 
dy too weak a liquor for his ſtomach, 
his vanity required ſpices to ſtrengthen, 
What would have made an hundred men 
drunk, whoſe brains had not been uſed 
to ſuch frequent intoxications. | 


A houſe here which is ſituated in the 
Grand Carmes, is affirmed to have been 
the habitation of Titus Annius Milo, af- 
ter his condemnation for having ſlain 
H 3 Clodtus. 
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 Clodius. The Magdalen church is alſo 


ſaid to have been antiently a temple de- 
dicated to Diana; and to have been the 
place, where Mary Magdalen began to 
preach. There are various other build- 
ings, which they told us were formerly 


temples of Apollo, Minerva and other 


heathen deities ; but as little remains of 


their antiquity, to lead to any thing be- 


yond conjecture, I ſhall ſay but little 
about them. 


As for the church of St. Viclor, it has 


ſuch a number of real and ſuppoſed an- 
tiquities, as would detain me here a 
twelvemonth, ſhould I attempt to de- 
ſcribe them. Among its curioſities 
they number St. Andrew's Croſs ; which 
is almoſt entire, and preſerved with that 
religious veneration, which the French 
cannot fail of ſhowing to ſo extraordi- 


nary a relick. You may ſee alſo the 


tomb of &. Euſebius, and thoſe of forty- 


- five virgins who disfigured their faces, 


to 


an - 
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to diſguſt the Vandals, that would have 
defloured them. Many of the figures 
_ carved on the more antient monuments, 
are conſecrated to different pagan dei- 
ties : and are ſome of them ſuch, as one 
would ſcarce imagine the moſt debauch- 
ed people could invent, as ornaments: 
for the repoſitories of the dead. You 
will excuſe their deſcription: indeed 
they are not entire, but ſeem to have 
been mutilated by ſome religious perſon, . 
who was offended at their indecency, 
and thought them oppolite to Chriſtian 
chaſtity, as well as improper. for the. 
view of monaſtic: orders. In thoſe. 
tombs that have been opened, the corpſes. 
have been found with their heads to- 
wards the eaſt, and with pieces of mo- 
ney in their mouths : probably placed 
there by their. friends; that they might 
not be obliged to wander on the banks 
of the Styx, but have ſomething to give 
old Charon for a paſſage: to the Ely fian 
fields. An antiquary. might find em- 
| H 4. ploy ment 
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ployment here for half a year at leaft : 
but I was ſo incurious, as to paſs over all 
the inſcriptions and pieces of ſculpture; 
without taking out my pencil to copy 
one, | NL OS 


T think we have followed, or have 
been followed, by the rejouiſſance for the 
coronation of the King, throughout 
France. Yeſterday Marſeilles diſplayed 
all its gaiety and loyalty. The publick 
walks were hung with the colours of the 
different nations, that traded at the port : 
and the houſes with tapeſtry, coats of 
arms, and tranſparent paintings. In the 
evening the Maire and Echevins made 
their proceſſion to a feu dartifice ; which 
we did not fee, as we were obliged to 
take ſhelter in a coffee-houſe, to avoid 
the vaſt concourſe of people that fol- 
lowed them. This town is reputed to 
be the moſt licentious in all France: 1 
have heard that the number of the pro- 
feſſed - filles de joie amounts to no leſs 

8 than 
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than eight thouſand, and that three 
fourths of the other female inhabitants, 


come nearly under the ſame predica- 
ment. 


The Mar/ellois are very fond of pa- 
geantry and proceſſions of all kinds, and 
have two curious ones, which are ſaid 
to be peculiar to themſelves; the proceſ- 
ſion of an ox at the Fete de Dieu, and 
that of the voituriers and coachmen to the 
church of the Grands Auguſtins. The 
ceremony of the ox is myſterious, and 
as they tell you of antient inſtitution. It 
is performed in this manner. During 
the three days preceding the feaſt, the 
company of butchers are employed in 
driving an ox through all the ſtzeets of 
the town, followed by a great concourſe 
of people. On the back of this beaſt 
they place a little boy, dreſſed in a 
ſheep's- ſkin ; who holds a ſtreamer in 

his left hand, and keeps the fore-finger- 
of his right hand pointed to the ſky. On 

| H 5 the 
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the eve of the feaſt, the ox is guided to 
the place, where the temple dedicated to 
Diana, is ſaid once to have ſtood. There 
the boy 1s taken off, and the butchers, 
after they have ſtripped themſelves of 
their fantaſtic garments, provoke and 
drive the beaſt with ſticks out of. the 
city, amidſt the cries and ſhouts of the 
populace, whoſe minds have interwo- 
ven this chace with the duties of religi- 
on. But they have not yet done with 
him ; for on the next, which is the grand 
day, he is led back, ornamented, after 
the ancient manner of adorning victims, 
with ribbons and flowers, accompanied 
by the butchers dreſſed in pontifical 
robes, with drums and flutes playing be- 
fore them. Then follow the prieſts, 
friars, and the religieus of all the orders 
with the Saint Sacrement; which is ſup- 
poſed to ptoceed in triumph, and to 
have the ox as an object of it. The con- 
jectures they make, on what their fore- 
fathers intended by this proceſſion, may 
8 — 
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be juſt for ought I know to contradict 
them: but I will leave you to judge of 
them yourſelf. The ox, they ſay, re- 

preſents - pagan - worſhip-; and the boy 

who beſtrides him St. Jobn the Baptiſt, - 

who was the precurſor of the Meffiah, to 

prepare his way, and point out to man- 
kind the Saviour of the world. He is 
mounted on him, to ſhow that the pagan 
worſhip ſhall be ſubdued : and he points 
to the ſky, to bid men reverence that 
victim, that is without ſpot or blemiſh. 
When they drive the animal out of the 
gates of the city, it is to ſhow that they 
Joyfully conſent to baniſh paganiſm : 
from among them; and in making it a 
part of the proceſſion of the Saint Sacre- 
ment, to exhibit it as a chained enemy in 
the triumph of it's conqueror. If you 
would know what becomes of the ox, it 
is killed and given to the poor. 


On the feaſt of St. Eloi, all the voitu- 
riers, coachmen, poſtilions, &c. aſſem- 
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ble before the church of the Grands Au- 
guſtins, mounted on their horſes, mules, 
and aſſes, bearing the flags and colours 
of their company. As they make their 
proceſſion before the grand entrance, a 
prieſt ſprinkles every one of the riders 
and the beaſts with holy water. After 
having received this, they proceed in 
files, and march to the found of drums 
and fifes, through moſt of the great 
ſtreets of the town, the prizes, to be run 
for by thediffcrent animals, being borne 
before them, fixed to the end of a long 
pole. Theſe prizes are generally com- 
pleat ſets of harneſſes, ornamented in a 
better manner than thoſe that are com- 
monly purchaſed. In the evening they 
make three parades on the Promenade dr 
cours; and then proceed to the plain of 
St. Michael, which is the place appointed 
for the races. The horſes enter the liſts 
firſt, next the mules, and then the aſſes. 
Such are the races of Marſeilles, which 
are frequented as much as any in Eng- 

| land, 
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land, by people of the higheſt rank in 
the neighbourhood. I have heard of 
ſome other fetes and proceſſions; but I 
dare ſay you will readily excuſe an ac- 
count of any more. 


LETTER 
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LE Tr.. 
Tiraſcon, 7 uly 5th, 1775. | 


DEAR SIR, 


I BELIEVE I have never told 
you, what ſort of machines we have 
hired, to convey us from place to place, 
ever ſince we left Avignon. When we 
quitted the diligence d'eau, we agreed 
with a voiturier, (for ſo the drivers of 
the chaiſes in this part of the country 
are called,) to carry us to Marſeilles; 
and as we are pleaſed with the fellow's 
countenance and behaviour, we have 
accepted the offer he made, of carrying 
us ſo far as Montpelier. Was the wea- 
ther ſomewhat leſs fervid, the voitures 
perhaps would. be more agreeable than 

at 


THROUGH FRANCE. 183 
at - preſent they are to us; but being 
ſuch cloſe, clumſy, ſlow-paced things, 
and the length of the way bearing no 
proportion to the time they take up in 
travelling, we cannot forbear wiſhing 
ſometimes for Engliſh chaiſes and Eng- 
liſh horſes. We are never ſuffered to 
ſleep after four in the morning, as our 
driver is always very importunate to ſet 
out at that hour, tho” he performs no 
more than nine or ten leagues a day: 
but he is tender over his beafts, and 
gives them and us a long reſpite in the 
middle of the day. At that time in- 
deed the heat is intenſe, and even in the 
morning before nine o'clock is ſuch, that 
we are not able to bear our coats and 
waſtecoats, but ſtrip and breakfaſt in 
our ſhirts. Our breakfaſt is diſcuſſed in 
the voiture, and generally confiſts of a 
ſauoiſſon, or ſauſage, and a bottle of wine. 
It is difficult to meet with any thing 
that ĩs drefſed, or that we can eat on the 
road; and for that reaſon we have found 
N it 
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it neceſſary to provide ourſelves at the 
great towns, with a good ſtock of theſe 
ſavoury viands. I could wiſh the peo- 
ple here were a little more ſparing of 
their garlick, for every diſh of meat is 

crammed with it, and they ſeem to take 
for granted, that every traveller likes 
it as much as they do. 


But I forgot our voiture, which I can- 
not paſs over, without giving you ſome 
deſcription of it, and its appendages. 
Theſe vehicles are ſomewhat like an 
Engliſh one-horſe chair, and are contriv- 
ed to carry four if neceſſary, having two 
benches one behind the other. The 
fore-part is made of leather, in the ſhape 
of curtains, that may be buckled cloſe, 
if the rain or ſun ſhould be trouble- 
ſome : ſo that the only light in that caſe 
which the traveller has enters by a ſmall 
glaſs of about three inches diameter, 
ſewed upon it; through which, if he 
will keep his eye cloſe, he may ſee 
the 
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the country that is before him. The 
back-part, where the trunks are placed, 
is as far diſtant from the wheels, as the 
extremity of the ſhafts: and by this 
they contrive to balance the travellers, 
who are on the other ſide of the lever.. 
If the trunks are not ſufficiently heavy 
for this purpoſe, they tie upone, ora num- 
ber of large ſtones, to preſerve the equi- 
librium ; that the weight may not bear 
too hard on the back of the beaſt, that 
carries the ſhafts. As they have no 
ſprings, you are well jolted, and feel 
every ſtone the wheels paſs over. Theſe 
unwieldy things are drawn by mules, 
that march with a very philoſophic and 
gentle pace. They ſeldom exceed a 
walk, excepting when they are ſtung by 
a Guep, (a kind of hornet): and then 
the poor traveller is often put in danger 
of his life: for the Yoiturier, who com- 
monly walks. by their ſide, is then left 
behind, and the voiture is carried in all 
ſorts of directions, on roads that are by 
no 
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no means ſafe at any time. We were 
not without reaſon apprehenſive of dan- 
ger, as we came within ſight of Aix, 
from one of theſe ſudden ſtarts. There 

is a declivity on each ſide of the road, 
almoſt perpendicular, of forty feet, which 
we were remarking, when our obſtinate 
brutes ſet off at a furious rate, and left 
their honeſt driver bawling to no purpoſe 
behind them. We were about to leap 
out, though we ſhould have hazarded 
our necks, when, luckily for us, they 
ſtopped of themſelves. Another cauſe 
of theſe animals quickening their pace, 
is the ſight of a horſe, to which they bear 

a great antipathy, and which they al- 
ways ſeem to have an inclination of com- 


bating with bites and kicks. 


Yeſterday we dined at &. Remy, where 
are ſtanding a Roman Mauſoleum and ſe- 
veral other ruins of antiquity ; upon 
- whoſe foundation many conjeAures have 
been made, to very little purpoſe. The 

_ harveſt 
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barveſt all round that part of the coun- 
try, was almoſt finiſhed : and we re- 
marked, that, though ſeldom any other 
beaſts of burden than aſſes, mules, and 
oxen are to be ſeen on the public roads, 
for moſt of the purpoſes of huſbandry 
horſes were principally employed. I be- 
lieve thoſe animals are but rarely found 
here : good ones I am certain are :- and 
indeed nothing but a ſcarcity of them 
can be expected, where there 1s a ſcar- 
city of good paſtures. 


The corn is threſhed out almoſt as 
ſoon as cut; and for this purpoſe they 
make a temporary threſhing-floor, on 
ſome part of the field, where they reap. 
This threſhing-floor is prepared, by 
moiſtening a piece of ground of about 
twenty or thirty feet ſquare ; and after- 
wards beating it with an inſtrument, 
that takes off all inequalities, and makes 
it look as if it had been plaiſtered with 
a maſon's trowel. The ſun ſoon har- 

dens 
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dens this ſpot : and it is then ſtrewed 
with ſeveral bundles of corn, as high 
as the knees of a man. The man- 
ner of threſhing them, when they are 
thus ſtrewed, is what I never ſaw be- 
fore. A woman, (for I have ſeen more 
women employed this way, than-men) 
ſtands in the midſt, and has around her 
half a dozen or more horſes, with a bri- 
dle or halter to each. She holds all 
theſe bridles by their extremities, in one 
of her hands, and whips the horſes with 
the other: ſo that they dance in a cir- 


cle around, the bridles forming the ra- 


dii, of which her hand is the center, 
and trample the corn, out of the ear, 
with their feet. Whether this ancient 


method anſwers ſo well as that of the 


flail, I cannot pretend to determine: it 
may be more expeditious, but muſt 
certainly make great waſte. 


They ſeem to make little uſe of the 
ſtraw or reed but in manure; and there- 
| fore 
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other part of France, I kave yet ſeen. 
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fore take but little trouble to bundle it 
up. In many fields the ears are only 
plucked off, and it is ſuffered to rot in 
the ground, whilſt in others it is after- 


wards mowed. What is the peaſants 


reaſon, for giving himſelf double trou- 
ble, I could not learn. 


Women here are the reapers, and it 
is not uncommon to ſee five females to 
one man, employed in this kind of la- 
bour. Scarce any of them have ſhoes 
or ſtockings, and few a hat or any o- 
ther covering for the head, to defend 
them from the heat of the ſun. Per- 
haps to this it may be owing, that, among 
the lower claſs of people, handſome 
women are exceedingly rare: all of them 
having coarſe, ordinary, ſunburnt faces. 
However, though the country is defici- 


ent in this reſpect, it has a juſter claim 


itſelf, to be called beautiful, than any 


The 
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The fields have more the appearance of 
cultivation, and you have fewer of thoſe 
barren naked rocks, which I have ſo of- 
ten remarked. Hedges are not uncom- 
mon : and you may ſometimes ſee ſome 
ſtraggling trees and coppices : but theſe 
are forlorn, and have not thoſe inhabi- 
tants that ſhould enliven them. I know 
not what makes the little feathered ſong- 
ſters forſake theſe parts, excepting it be, 
that they cannot find ſhelter in a coun- 
try ſo naked of woods: for I am ſure 
you may travel for days together, and 
not be able to ſee one. 


It is not often that oxen are employ- 
ed in ploughing : thoſe which I obſerv- 
ed, were yoked by the horns, as being 
the part where it is imagined, they can 
_ exert the greateſt ſtrength. In general 
you ſee a man working with a ſingle 
horſe or aſs, without a boy or any other 
_ Perſon to guide it. Their ploughs are 

lighter 


a. 
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lighter than thoſe commonly uſed in 
England, but nearly of the ſame con- 
ſtruction, and ſeem to turn the furrows 
with great facility and expedition. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Montpelier, July 8h, 1775. 


* our journey from Nyſmes, 
we have fallen in company. with two 
elderly Abbes ; with whoſe converſation 
we have been much entertained. As 
thay were going to Montpelier, we agreed 


to meet at the ſame inn: and have all 


punctually kept the appointment. They 
have ordered a ſupper, and whilſt it is 
getting ready, we ſhall take a walk to- 
. gether through ſome part of the town. 


Me had plumed ourſelves, on having 
made a good bargain, for our rout 
from Marſeilles to this place; but to our 
mortification, are informed by our pru- 
dent 


0 
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dent companions, that the voiturier has 


impoſed on us, and has exacted near 


double what he ought to have been paid. 

But thoſe are impoſitions, againſt which 
experience, and enquiries can only teach 
us to guard. I imagine, for the future, 
we ſhall not be ſuch eaſy dupes. The 
Abbes tell us, that the beſt method of 
bargaining for our rout from place to 
place, is to call in a number of voituriers, 
who will beat down each other's price; 

for as they are unwilling to loſe a fare, 

each will propoſe the leaſt ſum, for which 
he can afford to harneſs his mules. We 
have accordingly followed their advice : 
and. have found it anſwer in every re- 


| ſpect. We did not much grudge the 


over-Price we paid our Avignon driver, 
as his civilities would have entitled him 
to ſomething extraordinary above his 


fare; and as he had offered to carry us 


ſo far as Bezters, we called him in, with 
ſome others of the fraternity. He gave 


his price; when one of his brethren, 


Vol. II. I who 
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who ſtood by his ſide, immediately ſunk 
twelve livres under him: at laſt the Ab- 
bes, to ſtop an altercation that was be- 


gun between them, deſired they might 


fix the ſum, to which as we readily con- 
ſented, they propoſed one, much beneath 
any offer, which was ſoon accepted by 


him that made the ſecond. Theſe voi- 


turiers ſeem to think it ill- breeding to 
doubt, whether a gentleman will ſtand 
to his agreement or not: for inſtead of 
our giving earneſt, that we would not 
hire any other chaiſe, they depoſit them- 
ſelves ſix or twelve livres as a ſurety, 
that they will not harneſs their mules 
for any other perſon. 


Although the curioſities and antiqui- 


ties of Ny/mes have often been deſcribed, 
JI cannot paſs them over without men- 


tioning. one, which is perhaps the moſt 
extraordinary, extant in the world. I 


mean an Amphitheatre, which, though 


diſregarded by the inhabitants, is ſtand- 
b - i ng 
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ing almoſt entire, ſaving on one part, 
where it has felt the violence of unlet- 
tered ages. Indeed it would be a diffi- 
cult matter to demoliſh the whole: for 
the ſtones, of which it is built, are of 
ſuch an immenſe ſize, and ſo well ce- 
| mented, as would require the zeal of an 
army of barbarians to remove. Some 
ſay that this immenſe and beautiful pile 
was raiſed by Marius, who fled to 
Ny/mes, after he was conquered by Sylla, 
and intended to raiſe a city, that ſhould 
rival Rome in power and ſplendor. 
Others affirm, that it was built during 
the reign of Auguſtus and others are of 
opinion, that it is of later date, and was 
founded in the reign of Adrian. This 
laſt ſeeme to be the moſt probable con- 
jecture: as before the reign of Tiberius 
every amphitheatre almoſt was built of 
wood, and, after the misfortune at A- 
denæ, according to his edict, of ſtone. 
The figure of this of Ny/mes is oval; 
and on thoſe ſeats that remain, I really 
12 really 
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believe fifteen thouſand people could ſit, 
without crowding one another. When 
I was traverſing thoſe places where the 
Romans once fat, I felt a ſenſation thrill 
through me, that it is impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe. It was ſomething like that me- 
lancholy, which wraps the mind, when 
one is contemplating the tomb of a friend 
or acquaintance, and bringing to remem- 
brance his form, actions, voice, or man- 
mer, when we hold an ideal converſe 
with him, and have the reflection con- 
tinually obtruded on us, that the ſame 
perſon lies mouldering beneath our feet, 
an inſenſible corpſe. In the ſame man- 
ner, my fancy was inſtantly buſy, to re- 
place what time had ravaged; and was 
perpetually interrupted with the ſad 
thought, that the multitudes and the 
auguſt aſſembly, that filled the ample 
void of this amphitheatre, had been laid 
for generations in the grave. Here on 
this very flone once ſat a Roman —on 
this another here Patricians — there 
| | Plebeians 
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Plebeians-- Who were they ?--What were 
the ſpectacles, that drew uncrouded nations 
10 ts womb ?--[aſſureyou, I could hardly 
help imagining the ſtones to be intel- 
ligent beings; and would fain have ap- 
plied to them, for information of thoſe 
circumſtances, actions, and repreſenta- 


tions, to which they had once been wit- 
neſſes. 


The priſons of the ſlaves and the dens 
of the beaſts deſigned for the combats, 
are now inhahited by common people x 
and in the Arena, fixty or ſeventy 
wretched hovels are erected, that entire- 
ly deſtroy the beauty of * appearance 
from below. When you are in the mid- 
dle of the amphitheatre, you can ſee no- 
thing of it ; for it is ſhamefully convert- 
ed intoa number of little lanes, inhabit- 
ed by woolcombers. But this is not all 
— This noble monument of Roman 
grandeur ſeems to be quite diſregarded, 
and-every perſon to have the liberty of 

3 deſtroying 


198 FOUR MONTHS TOUR 


deſtroying and pulling down what they 
can of it: for, on mounting to the top, 
I found all the iron cramps, that joined 
ftone to ſtone, pulled out, wherever 
they could be conveniently reached, 
and the corners of the ſtones broken off, 
by the violence uſed in extracting them. 
How any but a barbarons people can 
ſuffer ſnch a profanation, of the nobleſt 
piece of antiquity their country has to 
boaſt, is to me the moſt extraordinary 
thing in the world. Ground is ſurely 
not difficult to be had about Nyſmes; 
for not a tenth part of that within its 
antient walls is built on; and why they 
ſhould chooſe the moſt celebrated ſpot, 
for the erection of a few wretched ho- 
.vels, is beyond my comprehenſion. I 
declare, I could, with pleaſure, have ſet 
fire to every one of them. This am- 
phitheatre has ſtood the attacks of Euric 
and his barbarians: but I fear will not 
be able to ſtand againſt the repeated 
and daily ones of thoſe modern Goths, 
the inhabitants of Nyſmes. 


After 
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After having rambled about Montpe- 
lier, I can tell you little more than that 
it is pleaſantly "ſituated, and commands 
many beautiful proſpects. On the Pie- 
rou, as I think it is called, there is a 
fountain, which for ſimplicity and beau- 
ty excels any other I ever ſaw. The 
water is brought from a mountain five 
miles diſtant ; and the aqueduct is on 
the plan of the Pont du gard, which I 
have not mentioned, tho' we ſaw it but 
yeſterday, becauſe it has been already 
ſufficiently deſcribed. The environs of 
this city are planted with vines, olive, 
fig, and mulberry-trees ; the latter to 
nouriſh the filk-worms, which form the 
moſt conſiderable object of trade. An- 
other thing that brings in a conſiderable 
revenue to this city, is the diſtillation of 
waters of all ſorts, of l:aneurs, and ſy- 
rups, that are famous all over Europe. 
I make do doubt you have drank Orgeat 
or Capillarre, that was, or has been ſaid 
to be, made here. 


I4 | This 
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This place is much reſorted to by 
thoſe Engliſh who labour under diſor- 
ders of the lungs; whom the reputed 
clearneſs of ts atmoſphere, and fame of 
its ply ficians, have led in hopes of a 
cure. I imagine Montpelier, like moſt 
other places frequented for health's ſake, 
owes its reputation, both for the one 
and the other, more to the exerciſe which 
the ſick have been obliged to take in 
Journeying to it, and that in which they 


exert themſelves, after they are arrived, 


in going to the baths, and in walking, 
than to the air, water, or ſovereign re- 
medies, that are preſcribed for them.. 
For I fancy, whatever France might 
have been formerly in phyſick and ſur- 
gery, the improvements of practice in 
Britain have outſtripped and left that 
ſtate at a wonderful diſtance behind; 
and I believe they can little boaſt a Cul- 
len, a Baker, a Pringle, or a Hunter. 


Montpelier, beſides its univerſity, and 
ſchools of medicine, boaſts a royal aca- 
demy 
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demy of ſciences; which is compoſed of 
ſix honorary members, three phyſicians, 
three aſtronomers, three mathematici- 
ans, three chymiſts, and three botaniſts. 
Rabelats is ſaid to have been of the uni- 
verſity; and his gown and cap are ſtill 
preſerved, with a kind of religious ve- 
neration, and uſed in the ceremony of 
conferring the degree of Doctor. 


In chis part of France I find great 
difficulty in underſtanding the language; 


an abominable Patois being ſpoken, by 
all the common claſs of people. On one 
ſide of the Rhone is a compound of 
French and Italian; and on the other of 
French with the Spaniſh, and Spaniſh : 
terminations. The moſt extraordinary 
thing is, that the generality of them do 
not underſtand pure French; and are 
not only incapable of ſpeaking any 
other, than their vile] Jargon, but muſt : 
| likewiſe be addreſſed in it. For this rea- 
| ſon, you often hear gentlemen talk gra- 
"FT + - matically . 
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matically to one perſon, and direct their 
diſcourſe, in Patois, to another. This is 
not the caſe with us: ſor tho' we have 
ſeveral peculiarities of ſpeech in the dif- 
ferent counties of England, you will ſel- 
dom find a peaſant, who does not under- 
ſtand the pure language of his country; 
cr a gentleman who deſcends to con- 
verſe in vulgariſms, with the vulgar of 
Devonſhire, Cornwall, or Yorkſhire; 
however well he may be able to expreſs 
himſelf in them. If you would wiſh to 
ſee ſome Patois you may read part of a 
paſtoral which I have tranſcribed : tho' 
in this, I do not think the variation of 
termination, fo extraordinary, as it 
ſounds to my ears in converſation. 


| Que ferai je Pouret, Que ferai je Pauvret, 
| Puiſquo lamour meſi ay- Puiſque l'amour me'ſt 
gro, | | alzre, 
Comme un ar en ſouret, Comme un harang ſoret, 
Je voey deveni maygro Je vais devenir maigre: 
Mona arma deſola Mon ame deſolee, 
Ne ſe pot con ſala. Ne peut etre conſolée. 


U war 


THROUGH 
U wer de mon ſouſpy, 


Perdan me tourterella, 

Mon groin vat mieu flap- 
g F - 

' Due floa bri ſia de grella 


Et mon cor marfondu 
Vat etre tot fond. 


Te ſeu degeretta 
Da tota a Pes perantt : 
Gnat point de pouretta 


Ni mi da ſaffrancei, 
Si granda ſur le cor 


Que la perta en amor. 


L' air deburir em- 


brunchie 
De ma mina malada : 
Et tou ceft ou rochie, 
Qui ont prey la pelada, 
Deburion plein de chalou 


Fondre de ma dolou. 
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Au vent de mon ſoupir 
Perdant ma tourterelle, 
Mon viſage va plus ſe 
fletir, 
Qu'une fleur briſce par 
„ 
Et mon cœur morfondu, 
Va etre tout fondũ. 


Je ſuis deſherits, 
De toute eſperance; 
II n'y a point de pauv- 
reté, | 
Mi meme de fouſſrance, 
Si grand ſur le cœur, 
Que la perte en amour. 


L'air devroit ſe 
brouiller, 

De ma mine malade: 
Et tous ces rochers, 
Qui ont pris la pelée, 
Devroient pleins de 

chaleur/ | 

Fondre de ma douleur. 


- LETT 
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LET TER XXY. 
Toulouſe, TFuly 13th, 1775. 


_—  —_ — 


7 


WI are continually chang- 
ing from water to land, and land to wa- 
ter. Languedoc was not to be paſſed, 
without ſeeing the Canal roial, that joins 

the Mediterranean to the Ocean: ſo we 
quitted our voiture at Beziers, and got 
into one of thoſe boats, that put off 
every day for Toulouſe. Theſe boats are 
like the others, in which we have ſpent 
many hours; and which I have already 
deſcribed to you. They are drawn by 
two horſes, at the rate of four er five 
miles an hour; and are commodiouſlly, 
fitted up for the reception of travellers. 
Whether they have paſſengers or not, 
like 
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like the diligences, one of them ſets off 

every day both from Toulouſe and Beziers; 
and the boatmen from each place con- 
trive to meet abour noon, and their 
companies generally dine together. 


The firſt deſign of this canal is by ſome 
attributed to Antiſtius Vetus a Roman, 
who was in Gaul, in the reign of Nero; 
and by others to Henry the Fourth : 
but whatever conjectures may be made 
about the firſt projector, certain it is, 
that Mr. Riquet, under the auſpices of 
Colbert, was the perſon, who had ſpirit 
great enongh to undertake the work, 
and a head to plan and compleat it. To 
the honour of Louis the Fourteenth be it 
ſpoken, he ſupported Riquet in the pro- 
ſecution from his treaſury; and, when 

the canal was finiſhed, granted to him 
and his heirs male, all the profits and re- 
venues ariſing fora it. The ſum, that 
it now brings in to a deſcendant of his, 
muſt be immenſe: but I could not learn 

| what, 
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- what, as the proprietors have been ſaid 
induſtriouſly to have baffled all enqui. 
..ries of this kind. 


In the year 1681, the Cardinal Bonzy, 
with ſeveral Biſhops, and a multitude 
of religieux, made a ſolemn proceſſion, to 
pronounce a benediction on the waters 
of the canal: and when the firſt ſtone 
was laid of the firſt lock, Louis the 
Fourteenth had a medal ſtruck, to be 
placed under it, with theſe words 


Eupoyicus ATV.-. . 
Franc: & Nav: REX 
UnDARUM, TERREQUEA PoOTENS 
ATqQue ARBITER ORBIS. 


On the reverſe : 
Ex pPEC TATA Div PoeUL1s 


CoMMERCIA PAN DIT. 


A little beyond Beziers, the canal is 
carried under a mountain, which has 
been 
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been cut through for that purpoſe ; and 
in other places on arches, over vallies 
and rivers. Where the inequality of 
the ground 1s not great, they have found 
locks ſufficient ; and ſometimes you ſee 
not fewer than eight or ten, within 
twenty feet of each other. If theſe 
were all to be paſſed through, by the 
boats that carry only paſſengers, it would 
take upa deal of time, and create a te- 
diouſneſs: therefore in order to remedy 
this inconvenience, when we came to 
ſuch places, we were deſired to walk to 
an empty boat, that was provided for 
us beyond them: and that we le left, re- 
mained for thoſe, who were going to the 
place we came from, and who changed 
in the ſame manner. The freight of 
the trading- boats cannot be ſo eaſily re- 
moved; and they muſt conſequently 
paſs through every one of the locks. 
You aſcend by theſe, until you reach 
Caſtelnaudari, and then deſcend till you 
come to Toulouſe. For Caſtelnaudari is 

OT. the 
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the higheft part of the canal, and on the 
mountains behind it has the grand re- 
ſervoir that ſupplies the waters. This 
reſervoir is computed to be two thou- 
ſand four hundred yards in length, a 
thouſand m breadth, and forty in depth. 
Half the ſtream that deſcends from it, 
ſeems to empty itſelf towards Beziers, 
and half towards Toulouſe : affording al- 
ways an ample ſupply to float the boats, 
barges, &c. that paſs and repaſs on Mr, 
Riquet's admirable and uſeful canal. 


The greateſt part of the country, 
through which we paſſed, was tilled with 
corn ; and ſeems to deſerve the name of 
the Granary of France, more than any 
other. As I had never before ſeen any 
large tract of land, covered with Tur- 
key corn, which 1s principally cultivat- 
ed on the banks of the canal; I was 
much pleaſed with the appearance, which 
when the ears are full, is luxuriant and 
grand, The flour that is made from it, 

is 


8 
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is uſed 1 in various manners in cookery ; 
bur the bread is ſeldom eaten by any, 
but pealants and the lower class of peo- 
*. 


We are now, as you have ſeen, at Tou- 


louſe, and in a miſerable auberge x where 


there is ſcarce a room that 1s tolerable, 


on account of the filth, and where the 
people are booriſh, inattentive, or deaf. 


Having been much pleaſed with the ca- 
nal, we were caught by the fign at the 
door, which is Ia jouction des deux mers: 
but I know not, how we came to think 
of ſlaying here, after we entered and 
found in what a ſty we were got. How- 
ever we have not a much longer penance 
to undergo z as we have already hired a 


voiture, to carry us to Boyrteaux, Tam 


not ſo well pleaſed with Toulouſe as I 
have been with ſeveral of the leſſer towns 


of France: tho' perhaps the reaſon may 


be, that I am not ſo well pleaſed with 
my ſelf, and that the city takes its com- 
plexion, 


— — = — — — — 
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plexion, in my mind, from that miſera- 
ble corner of it, in which I am now 
writing. Here are many pieces of anti- 
quity, relicks, &c. ſuch as you find in 
moſt of the towns of France; but ſcarce 
any that feem to deſerve much notice. 
Some of the edifices are ſaid to have been 
built by the Romans, and indeed the 
ruins of an amphitheatre and ſome tem- 
ples, prove the town to be of antient 
foundation. In the Hotel de ville, which 
is of a more modern date, I ſaw this 
morning the following inſcription : 


Hic Taemis Dar Jura Civisus 
APOLLO FLoREs CAMANIS 
Minerva PaLMas ART18Us. 


The two laſt lines appeared to me ex. 
traordinary: for what Apollo or Mi 
nerva had to do with the muſes or arts 
in a town-houſe, I could not divine, But 
on enquiry I learnt, that, about three 
hundred years ago, a lady of 70e, 
called 
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called Clemence Jaure, gave this building, 
and an immenſe ſum to the town, on 


condition that on her birth-day, or the 


third of May, there ſhould be a feſtival 
held, and called La Fete des jeux floraux. 


On this day four flowers that were par- 


ticularized, viz. an eglantine, a violet, a 
pink, and a marigold of ſilver gilt, were 
to be diſtributed to ſuch as excelled in 
the productions of art or ſcience: and 
the merit of ſuch productions was to be 
determined by the ſecretary, appointed 
for that purpoſe, and the Capriouls, or 
Aldermen, that were to hold the ſcales 
of juſtice, in the ſame place. This lady 
has not the honour of being eſteemed 


the firſt that invented this fete as an- 


other of the ſame kind, is ſaid to have 
been inſtituted by the antient Capitouls, 
before her time, at the public expence. 
In thoſe early liſts, the Troubadours 
were the firſt champions for fame, and 


diſputed the prize with heroic poems, 


0 5 
eclogues, odes, and various compoſiti- 
| ons 
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tions in verſe, The Jeux floraux have 
undergone a late alteration in the time 
of Louis the fourteenth, who raiſed 
them to an academy of the belles lettres, 
and appointed a Prefident and thirty- ſix 
Academicians, to judge of the claims of 


the ſeveral candidates. At preſent the 


prizes are, as I am told, an amaranthus 
of gold, of the value of ſeventeen or 
eighteen pounds Engliſh, for the beſt 
ode; a violet of ſilver, for the beſt poem; 

an eglantine, for the beſt compoſition in 
proſe ; and a marigold, for the beſt elegy 
or eclogue. 


The following eclogue, which won 
one of the prizes I have mentioned, ap- 
pears to me to have ſo much natural 
ſimplicity in its narration, and ſuch ele- 
gance in its ſtyle, that I am ſure I ſhall 
give you great pleaſure in finiſhing this 
letter with it. It is the compoſition of 
an Abbe Mangenot, who has written {eve- 
ral petites pieces, and is author of a _ 

| ciſe 
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ciſe hiſtory of French poetry, that is 
famous. As this hiſtory is contained in 
about a dozen lines, I will give it you, 
and then, together with the paſtoral, I 
think my packet will be encreaſed to a 
reſpectable bulk. Mangenot died in 
1608-9. There is a brother of his, as 
Iam informed, living at preſent in Paris, 
who is a famous muſician. 


His roIRE 
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« L f 

A Poèſie Francoiſe, ſous 

* Ronſard, & ſous Baif, toit un enfant 
au berceau, dont on ignoroit juſqu'au 
„ ſexe. Malherbe le ſoupzonna male, & 
< Jui-fit prendre la robe virile. Corneille 
*en fit un heros. Racine en fit une 
femme adorable & ſenſible. Quinault 
en fit une courtiſanne, pour la rendre 
© digne d' epouſer Lully & la peignit ſi 
* bien ſous le maſque, que le ſevere 
© Boileau ſ y trompa, & condamna Qui- 
* nHault a Venfer, & ſa Muſe aux priſons 
de St. Martin. A legard de Voltaire, 
& il en a fait un excellent Ecolier 95 
* Rhetorique, qui lutte contre tous ceux 
” qui croit Empereurs de ſa claſſe, & 
e qu'aucun de ſes pareils n'oſe entre- 


© prendre de er, ſe contentant de 
e \*en 
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« en rapporter au jugement de la Poſ- 
* tEriteE, unique & ſeul prefet des 
* Etudes de tous les ſiecles.“ 


Le 
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LER RENDEZ vous. 


Av declin d'un x beau j Jour, une jeune bergere, 


Echappee & la fin aux regards de fa mere, 
Preſſoit, les pas tardifsde ſon nombreux troupeau 
Vers ua bocage Epais, Eloigne du hameau 


Lheure d'un rendezvous, malgres ſes ſoins, paſſe | 


| S'offroit inceſſamment & fa triſte penſce ; 
Elle arrive, mais ciel ! quels furent ſes ſoucis, 
De parcourir ceslieux ſans y trouver Tircis ? 
Dans ſon impatience, envain elle l'appeile, 
Echo ſeul repond à la voix de la belle; 
Milles foupgons confus allument ſon courroux 
Elle ſ'arrète enfin au plus cruel de tous: 

_ « Tircis ne m'aime plus, le perfide, (dit elle) 
« Ne peut en meme tems etre heureux et fidele ; 
Une bergere amante eſt pour lui ſans appas 
Il m'aimeroit encore, ſi je ne Paimois pas. 

« On me Pavoit tant dit, avant de le connaitre ; ; 
« Traiter bien un amant, il ceſſara de Petre; ; 
< [amour ne peut durer, 'qu-autant que ſes dẽ- 

firs 3 

Nourri par I'ſperance, il meurt par les plaiſirs: 
« Auſſi, 


6c 
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. Auſh, quoique mon cœur approuvãt ſon hom; 
mage, 

« Quand il'oſa tenir un amoureux langage, 

Le ſoleil quatre fois, fit Jaunir nos moifſons 

« Avant que je paruſſe ecouter ſes chanſons. 

« En lui cachant Pardeur qui devoroit mon ame, 

„Que nai je point ſouffert your n ſa 
flamme ? 

« Par combien de tourmens n'ai je point achete 

Le chimerique eſpoir d'aimer en furetè ? 

„ Cruelle à mon berger, plus cruelle 4 moimeme 

Je ne lui laiſſois voir qu'une riguer extrème; 

« Mais un jour, jour fatal au ſecret de mon cœur 

« Tircis trop tendrement m'exprima ſon ardeur: 

„Juſqu' 4 quand diſoit il, (il men ſouvient en- 
core,) | FI 4 

„ Serez vous inſenſible, au feu qui me devore ? 

„ Malgre votre beauté, craindriez vous, un jour, 

„De me voir à quelque autre nn. votre 


amour? 
Ah grand Dieu! ſi je vis ſans aimer ma a bergere. 


16 Que ma fliite, ma voix, mes vers ceſſent de 

plate; 

Qu'on me voi ctouffer les oiſeaux que j in- 
ſtruits; | 

" Que mes pres ſoint ſans leurs, et mes vergers 


ſans fruits. | 
Vor. II. K « Que 


[ 
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66 Que mes tendres brebis, que mes taureaux 
ſuperbes 


0 S'empoiſonnent du ſuc des plus mortelles 


herbes, 
Que je les abandonne à la fureur des loups, 
Et que je fois moimEme en bute a tous vos 
coups; 1 
« Pen jure par les Dieux, ou plutot par moi 
+: MEmEs © ö 
« Phillis, Pamour vous rend ma deite ſnpreme ; 


L' ardeur que j'ai pour vous ne finira jamais. 


% Croyezen mon amour, mes ſerments, vos traits. 
Son trouble, ſa langeur, ſes regards ſon ſilence, 
« Tout m'aſſuroit alors de ſ'a perſeverence ; 
Je ne pus r&ſiſter a des coups fi puiſſants: 

« Un trouble ſeducteur ſ'empara de mes ſens 

60 Preſque ſans le vouloir, eperdue, inquiete, 
„A mon perfide amant, j'avouai ma defaite: 

«« Je vous aime lui dis je; heureuſe fi mon cœur 
4 Peut attendre du votre une Eternelle ardeur. 


A vous aimer toujours, cher Tircis, je m'en- 


gage, „ 
Que de mon tendre amour cet agneau ſoit le 


gages 


« ]] croitra, que nos feux croiſſent ainſi que lui, 


Puiſſions nous nous aimer encor plus qu' au- 
jourd huy. | 
| ec Qui 


1 
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46 Qui pourroit exprimer ce qu' alors nous nous 
dimes? | 

« Reſte-t-il des ſerments après ceux que nous 
fimes ? AS 2 FOO FOR. 

« Tout ce qu'un tendre amour a de fort et de 
doux, 


Dans ce moment heureux ſe Aiſvit entre nous. 


« Fugitives douceurs, inſtants fi deſirables 

« Ou foyez moins piquans, ou ſoyez plus dure; 
bles. . 

« A peine eus je livre mon eœur à ſes deſirs 

<« Que la nuit vint troubler nos innocens plaiſirs., 


« Malgré nous, il fallut nous ſouſtraire à leurs 
charmes; 


8 Je me levai—nos yeux le remplirent de 


larmes, : 
« Ft pour nous ſeparer, en nous ſerrant la main 
Nous ne pümes tous deux prononcer, qu' & 
demain. 
« Depuis cet heureux jour, avec ods, 
Il me prevint toujours en cette ſolitude ; 


« Mais helas! aujourdhuy Je Pattends vaine- 
ment, 


« [/ingrat n'à plus pour moi le meme empreſſe- 
ment ; 
« Sans doute le perfide, aux pieds de quelque 
belle 
K 2 | % 8e 
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„Se fait de ma douleur un. merite aupresde elle; 

« Ft pour la flatter mieux, méprifant ma beauté, 

60 Le perjure ſe rit de ma credulite, 

« Dieux ſur la foi deſquels jai perdu l'innocence, 

De mon perfide amant daignez tirer ven- 
e 


Elle achevoit ces mots, quand Tircis accourut ; 
A VaſpeRt du berger ſon courroux diſparut. 
Et ſeulement d'un air ingenu, vif et tendre, 
40 Seroit- ce a moi, Tircis, dit 1255 a vous atten- 
dre? 5 
44 Bergere, reprit il calmez votre 3B 
, J etois fur ce gazon deux heures avant vous; 
Vous arriviez enfin, mais diſgrace imprévue! 
« Un loup a meme inſtant ſ'eſt offert à ma vue. 
6 I entrainait, Srands Dieux q quelle allarme 
pour moi! F | 
Cet agneau ſi cheri, gage de votre foi. 
* O ciel! pour mon amour, quel funeſte preſage, 
« Aj je dit; maiscruel je mepriſe ta rage, 
«« Quoique je ſois ici ſans, houlette, ſans chien, 
* ſentiras bient6t qu'un amant ne craint 
rien 3 
« Enfin, juſqu'en ſon fort, la bete rule; ; 
4. perdu ſous mes coups ſa proie avec ſa vie; 


FE al 
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« Pai venge par fa mort nos pla iſirs differes, 
« Pouvois je moins punir qui nous a ſepares ? 
La Bergere à ces mots lui raconta ſes craintes, 
Le fidele Tircis en fit de douces plaintes ; 
Phillis, pour Pappaiſer, docile à ſes raiſons 
Par cent et cent faveurs expia ſes ſoupcons. 
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LET TEN XXV. 
Bourdeaux, July 171th, 17785. 


DEAR SIR, 


WI left Toulouſe in one of 
thoſe voitures, which I have already de- 
ſcribed to you; but not without a long 
altercation with out hoſt and hoſteſs, 
whoſe impoſitions we ſtrenuouſly com- 
bated, and at laſt, ſuperſeded. The firſt 
night we lay at a ſmall village, the 
name of which I do not remember ; 
where we were moſt outrageoufly at- 
tacked, not by thieves believe me 
but by ſome zealous Roman Catholicks. 
At ſupper we happened to fall in com- 
pany with two ladies, who had outlived 
their 
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their beauty, if they ever had any, an 
Abbe, and a young man, who told us 
he was a ſtudent in the law. As the 
French are very communicative, it was 
not long before the uſual queſtion was 
put round toevery one, whence he came 
and where he was going. Sometimes 
one would wiſh to paſs for a French- 
man, to avoid the numberleſs, and of- 
tentimes impertinent queſtions, to which 
you are ſubjected, by being known to be 
a foreigner : as it is not often thoſe- 
people, from whom you would: wiſh to- 
gain information yourſelf, that are the 
moſt inquiſitive. But my truant tongue 
would ſoon betray me: and I am in ge- 
neral proud to be thought an Engliſh-- 
man. Hitherto, by the complaiſance 
and reſpect that has been paid us, the 
French ſeemed to think the name alone 
included all kinds of merit: but for the 
De votes, with whom we ſupped, I doubt. 
whether they would have fat down at 
K 4 table, 
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table with us, had they known before 


who we were. The lady by whom I 
ſat, as ſoon as ſhe heard we were Eng- 


liſhmen, aſked if we were alſo Proteſ- 


tants. We anſwered in the affirmative : 
and a profound ſilence enſued, that is 
rare to be found, where four or five are 
aſſembled in any part of this country. 
We did nothing but gaze upon one ano- 
ther for ſome time: but I could not diſ- 


cover whether we were ſunk, or raiſed 
in their opinion by their countenances. 


However, we were ſoon Faroe of doubt 
who was 
anſwered with a ſhrug by the other— 
At laſt my neighbour drawing her chair 
cloſer to mine, with great importance in 
her looks, aſked if I had ever been 


made ſenſible, of the great benefits that 


mankind reaped; by the death of Chriſt : 
and whether I acknowledged, or had 
heard of the miracles that he wrought. 


The attack was begun on both ſides, 


for 
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for Mr. -— at the ſame time was 
queſtioned: by the other Devote, whe- 
ther he had ever ſeen the pſalms of Da- 
vid, on which, without waiting for an 
anſwer, ne ads: a long and pious diſ- 
ſertation. They had taken us quite 
unprepared, and unſuſpecting of their 
intentions. For my part I was ſtag- 
gered the firſt blow, and could not ſpeak . 
a word :—this did not hinder her from. 
from repeating it : but luckily the Ab- 
be compaſſionately ſtepped in to my re- 
lief, and told her, that though we were 
Proteſtants, ſhe was not to think us 
not to be Chriſtians, or becauſe we were 
not of the Romiſh communion, denied 
the divinity of our Saviour. The lawy- 
er then took up the diſcourſe, and at- 
tempted to explain what Proteſtaniſm 
was: he told her we had Arians, Me- 
thodiſts, and Quakers, who were all 
Chriſtians, and had extraordinary inſpi- 
rations of the ſpirit : and after launcing 
"5 out- 
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out of his depth, and floundering in ab- 
ſurdities from which he knew not how 
to extricate himſelf, appealed to us for 
a ratification of what he had ſaid. Our 
ſituation was rather a diſagreeable one; 
reſolved not to enter into any diſpute 
on a religious ſubject, and unwilling to 
appear rude and impolite. We often 
pretended not to underſtand their queſ- 
tions, that ſome other perſon might ſave 
us the trouble of an anſwer: but we 
were plied with impertinencies ſo thick, 
that in ſpite of our inclination, it was 
impoſſible to be filent. The Devotes 
{till went on (notwithſtanding we by 
other queſtions attempted to change the 
converſation) and obſerved, that it was 
a great pity ſo many ſouls ſhould be loſt, 
by children's having errors rooted in 
them by their parents, before they were 
able to judge for themſelves: and at 
laſt, one of them, after ſhe had ſeriouſly 
exhorted us to become catholics, before 

we 
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we left France, ſaid that ſhe hoped here- 
after to meet us in Heaven, and that ſhe 
ſhould confeſs to her glory, that it was 
ſhe who had firſt opened'our eyes to the 
truth, They then called on the Abbe 
who was an elderly man, and had as 
yet ſcarce ſpoken ten words, to enter 
into the converſation, and convince us 
that what they adviſed, was neceſſary to 

our ſalvation: but he declined ſaying 
any thing upon the ſubject, and would 
willingly have changed it. However 
his attempt was fruitleſs; ſo zealous 
were our females on making converts. 
It would be impoſſible for me to recol- 
lect all the rhapſodies and nonſenſe which 
they poured out, and to which we were 
obliged to liſten: indeed they ſeemd to 
me, from the whole of their diſcourſe, 
to be ſo ignorant, as to make no diffe- 
rence between a Proteſtant and a Pagan. 
We were ſo tired at laſt, that I could 
not help telling them, it was neceſſary; 


they; 
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they ſhould know, what the tenets of a 
particular church were, before they pre- 
tended to condemn its errors: and that 
I did not believe any one in the compa- 
ny, excepting the Abbe, knew the diffe- 
rence that lay between thoſe of a Pro- 
teſtant, and thoſe of a Roman Catholick. 
If I was rude, they were to blame them- 
ſelves; it was almoſt impoſſible to be leſs 
ſo. I ſoon after withdrew to ſee whe- 
ther our beds were ready, and to pro- 
vide ſomething to take in the voiture 
with us for our breakfaſt, the next 
morning. When 1 returned, I found 
my friend between the Devotes, one of 
whom had got his right hand, and the 
other his left ; praying him on both ſides 
with great earneſtneſs, for the ſake of 
his ſoul, to become a Cathohick. I could 
not but ſmile to ſee him in ſuch a fitu- 
ation; and he was not a little pleaſed, 
when I ſummoned him to bed, to ex- 
tricate himſelf from it. 


I ſhall 


THROUGH FRANCE. 229 


I ſhall ſay no more at preſeut, but to 
beg that you will conclude me to be 
moſt ſincerely and affectionately 


Yours 


LETTER R 
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LETTER Men. 
Bourdeaux, July 19th, 1778. 


BEAR SIR, 


Isaw nothing either. in: 
Agen, or Tonneins worthy notice ; if there 
was, it eſcaped us not from lazineſs, or. 
remiſſneſs in enquiry... At La Reolle, 
we fell in again with the rejoicings, for 
the coronation of the King.. 'The pea- 
ſants had ſcoured up their ruſty fuſils; 
and when we came,.were drawn up in 
files in the market- place, in order to ce- 
lebrate the day with a few volleys. 
They had a corporal belonging to the 
regular troops who arranged them; and 


who } 
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who ſeemed to think himſelf as great a 
man as Marſhal Saxe at the head of an- 

army. He certainly could never have 
a better opportunity of appearing to ad- 
vantage. We could obſerve, that the 

pretty Fayſannes regarded him with looks 
of admiration : and I doubt whether 
any Beau, with all his paraphernalia, ever 
made ſo many conqueſts in the ſpace of 
an hour, as this ſoldier, in the diſplay of 
his military abilities. 


In our rout from Mar/eilles. (as the 
character of the Engliſh, for ſcattering. 
their money. with a ridiculous oſtentati- 
on, is not ſo much known-as in other. 
parts of the kingdom, where they more- 
commonly travel) we did not meet with 
ſo many attempts at impoſitions, which 
are become cuſtomary, by blockheads 
peaceably. acquieſcing in them. The 
iy Fille de chambre will, here, think herſelf 
4 handſomely paid with four ſous; when 
a wench: 
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a wench on the Calais road will ſpurn at 
a. vingt quatre, or twenty-four ſous 
piece. But Mr. Deſport, from whoſe 
windows we ſaw the military parade, 
had, I imagine, lived ſomewhere near 
Paris; for when his wife was about to 
give me the overplus that/ remained of 
a crown, above the uſual price paid for 
dinner, he whiſpered her, and ſeized the 
money, of which he refuſed to reſtore a 
ſingle ſou. We were much provoked 
at his inſolence, and had we known the 
legality, ſhould have obliged him to 
make reſtitution vi & armis. Tho' he 
was cook and aubergiſie in one, our 
ſwords were at leaſt a match for his 
ſpits and ladles. Indeed there was no 
other revenge left us; for as it was a 
petty village, no officer or mayor, from 
whom we could ſeek redreſs, was to be 
found. However as the voiture was at 
the door, and a couple of livres was no 
great ſum to loſe; we contented our- 
1 ſelves 
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ſelves with beſtowing a few epithets on 
him, as we took our leave, and ſet out 
for Macaire, where we found an inn, 
little inferior to the beſt in England. I 
believe we ſhall not readily truſt money 
again into an Aubergiſte's hand, to pay 
himſelf, Will you not convict me from 
my own words of being a blockhead, in 
having ſuffered this impoſition? But 
ſoft my friend !—I have told you we 
could get no redreſs, nor plead our 
cauſe any otherwiſe, than by the argu- 
mentum baculinum ; which might have de- 
tained us on our journey, longer than 
we choſe, I aſſure you we did not eaſi- 
ly ſubmit, and you muſt make a differ- 
ence between our inadvertence, and the 
oſtentatious ſquandering of my nominal 
Lord Anglois; who ſcatters the poiſon of 
diſcontent and diſcord, for the benefit 
of the next traveller, who ſhould not be 
ſo rich as himſelf, at all the Auberges 
where he happens to touch. 


The 
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The ſoil around Bourdeaux is a deep 
ſand, which ſeems to agree the beſt of 
any with vines, as they are no where in 
a more flouriſhing condition, excepting 
m ſome parts. of Burgundy, where the 
ground has the ſame appearance. The 
vineyards are likewiſe better encloſed 
with hedges, than in any other part of 
France ; and the ſtalks are more luxu- 
riantly loaded with fruit. This ſandy 
ſoil renders travelling very tedious in a 
voiture. We often get out and walk, 
eſpecially when we approach a town: 
but tho' booted, we were prevented 


there, by ſinking ſo deep, every ſtep we 
took. | 


Bourdeaux yields to few cities in point 
of beauty; for it appears to have all that 
_ opulence which an extenſive conimerce 
can confer. It is finely ſituated on the 
banks of the Garonne, and has beſides 
many other adjoining rivers, ſuch as 

: | the 
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the Dordogne, the Lot, the Charente, and 
Adour. The quay which is extended on 
a ſtraight line, for more than two miles, 
with. a range of regular buildings, can- 
not fail of ſtriking the eye with admi- 
ration; which is encreaſed by the no- 
ble appearance of an immenſe rapid ri- 


ver, and the multitude of ſhips and veſ- 


2 which trade here. 


The inhabitants are now building a 


new Theatre, which, by its beginning, 


promiſes to be the nobleſt in Europe: 
per. ſynecdochen I ſhould ſay of any 


part of it I have ſeen. I am but now re- 


turned from ſeeing the Ecoſſaiſe of Mr. 
Voltaire at the old houſe ; where I think 
J have heard better ſingers than even 
Paris can boaſt. The actors are certain- 
ly inferior; however I was more delight- 


ed with the entertainment of the Sorcier, | 


which 1s the compoſition of the ingeni- 
ous Mr. 2 than with any other 
muſical 
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muſical performance | have been pre- 
fent at in France. I believe I loſt two, 
or three of the airs, by attending to a 
gallant manceuvre, of an Iriſh ſea Cap- 
tain, as I judged him to be. The heat 
being exceſſive, Mr. would not 
ſtay after the play was ended, and I, to 
ſuffer as little as poſſible from it, remov- 
ed into another box, which I obſerved to 
be leſs crouded. I found there an el- 


derly gentleman, with two ſmiling dam- 


ſels, whom it was not difficult to divine 
were of a certain order. Soon after me 
came this Captain, of whom I am ſpeak- 
ing, who ſtruck with the figure of one 


of them, rapt out an oath, that ſhe was: 


the fineſt girl he had ever + Sl Zounds 
Jack (ſays he to his comrade, after he 
had been eyeing her ſome time) I wiſh 
we underſtood their French lingo here, 
I would ſpeak to her, for ſhe has damned 
roguiſh eyes and . On hearing my 
native language CR, I could not but 

be 


2 eo Br” 
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be attentive; but I loſt the anſwer his 
comrade made him. Perhaps it might 

be advice, how to ſupply the defect of 
ſpeech, of which he afterwards availed 
himſelf. Several glances were ſhot on 
both ſides for ſome time, and even ſome 
overtures made by the lady towards a 
converſation: but alas! our ſwain was 
mute, and like a reſpectful lover could 
only bow, without being able to get out 
a word. I ſaw he was in great want of 
an interpreter, and at laſt obſer ved him 
make uſe of the moſt prevailing one in 
the world. He got near the object oſ 
his ſilent worſhip, and gently touching 
her ſleeve, preſented a Louis d'or full to 
her eyes. She ſmiled intelligence, and 
on turning round and perceiving that I 
had obſerved the dialogue, burſt into a 
loud laugh. Monfieur (ſays ſhe) parle 
bien franzots. The gentleman was a lit- 
tle diſconcerted, as if he had met with a 
rebuff : however he had certainly ad- 


dreſſed 
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dreſſed her very eloquently, for. ſne was 
ſoon after handed very politely by him 
out of the box. Make your comments 
on the powers and virtues of that uni- 
verſal linguiſt gold ; for I am abſolutely 
too ſleepy to write a word more, than 
to aſſure you, that | 
I am your's ſincerely and 
affectionately, 


— I ͤů a. 
- 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


Tours, July 27th, 1775. 


3 — — 


2 


WV have been not a little 
incommoded by the heat, all the way 
from Bourdeaux. The air has been in 
ſuch a ſtate of efferveſcence, that every 
night of the laſt week has brought thun- 
der and lightning with it: and at An- 
gouleme ſuch a ſtorm was brewed over 
our heads, as ſeemed to threaten the 
foundation of the houſes. One that is 
not violent, is in general no unwelcome 
thing to us: as the ſhowers which 
ſometimes accompany it, freſhen the at- 
moſphere for the next day's journey. 


The 
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The Diligence in which we have tra- 
velled, and in which we have taken 
places for Paris, is like that of Lyons, 
excepting that the number of its paſſen- 
gers is limited to eight, and its progreſs 
much flower. Notwithſtanding we 
have had agreeable company, I have 
often wiſhed the journey ſhortened, and 
been impatient for the relais where we 
were to dine and ſup. Not that I was 
ſtimulated by hunger ; though it might 
be ſometimes the caſe. I believe the 
novelty of the ſcene begins to wear off, 
and the objects that have preſented 
themſelves, have not been ſufficiently 
intereſting, to keep the attention awake, 
and leſſen the tediouſneſs of fitting in 
one place, for ſeven or eight hours ſuc- 
ceſſively. We make what variety we 
can; and oftentimes ſet out before the 
We and walk till it overtakes us. 
This morning I was three leagues from 
the inn where we ſlept, when it came up 
with 
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with me; and ſhould have gone farther, 
had I not fancied a village which lay be- 
fore me, to be the place where we were 
to breakfaſt, which I was by no means 
inclined to forego. This meal we have 
alſo ſeveral times varied, fince we left 
Paris: though not from choice, I aſſure 
you, but neceſſity, Our appetite de- 
mands no niceties : ſometimes we feaſt 
on ſauciſſous or figs, ſometimes on a cold 
fowl or pigeon ; but on this route from 
 Bourdeaux, we have been able to procure 
nothing but eggs, with which, however, 
and a bottle of wine, we have been very 
well contented. Could you but convey 
to us a chine of good Engliſh ox beef 
ready dreſt, at ſome of our morning re- 
lars, it might be a morfeau de reſiſtance to 
the French, believe me it would not be 
long ſo to us. 


Yeſterday we dined at Chattellerault ; 
where we had no ſooner entered our 
Vol. II. LT. auberge, 
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amberge, than we were ſurrounded by a 
* number of girls, who were very impor- 
tunate to have us purchaſe a pair of ſciſ- 
fars or a knife of them. I found this 
place was famous for cutlers, and for all 
ſorts of work in poliſhed ſteel, and iron, 
The workmen, like politic knaves, give 
their wares to be ſold by their daughters, 
or ſome pretty females, who will take 
no refuſal, but tempt you by ſmiles and 
entreaties, to purchaſe what you do not 
want. : 


The road by which we entered Tours, 
is one of the grandeſt I ever ſaw. It is 
of a prodigious breadth, with a pave- 
ment in the middle, and bordered on 
each ſide with large lofty trees. This 
city ſeems to cover a vaſt extent of 
ground: though it may not contain 
more inhabitants, than others that cover 
leſs, as numbers of the houſes are built 
only one ſtory high, and muſt conſe- 

- | quently _ 
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quently take up more of its ſurface. 
On the ſouth fide is a grand terras, 
which commands a valley, where the 
vineyards and pleaſure-houſes form a 
varied and beautiful proſpect. Near 
this runs the Cher, which though not 
ſo fine as the Loire, is by no means a 
contemptible river. The city is ſitu- 
ated between the two, but is principally 
extended along the banks of the latter. 
There is a bridge juſt finiſned over the 
Loire, with which the vaunted pont neuf 
at Paris, cannot pretend to vie, either 
in ſimplicity or grandeur. 


Here are ſome ſilk manufactures, 
which employ but an inconſiderable 
number of people: the Tourangeaux have 
the character of being a very idle and 
improvident race of beings. If they 
are, I ſuppoſe it may be owing to the 
. Profits ariſing from their work, not be- 
ing ſufficient to excite the NN claſs to 

- L 2 induſtry 
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induſtry : for, it is ſaid, that an active 
diligent man here cannot earn enough 
to maintain three children beſides him- 
ſelf. The manufactures of many a 
town are ruined, by being conducted by 
avaricious narrow- minded men; who 
cannot ſee that in employing a number 
of workmen, and giving them reaſona- 
ble wages, they will not only prove 
themſelves valuable members of com- 
munity, but reap greater profit than 
that, which they meanly pocket, from 
curtailing the wages of a few. This I 
conclude to be the caſe with Tours, as 
they do not want markets for their 
ſtuffs, and have many workmen who 
are unemployed. I know myſelf towns 
in England where the woolen manufac- 
ture is carried on; where, notwith- 
ſtanding the merchants might diſpoſe of 
as many pieces as they would, and tho 
the value of money is decreaſed, and the 
price of proviſions increaſed, the work- 


man 
p 
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man has not half the wages he had twen- 
ty years ago. In ſuch towns many had 
rather turn beggars than work, ſince the 
pittance gained by either is nearly the 
ſame; and the induſtrious weaver is 
obliged to turn his children, which he 
cannot maintain, over to the pariſh, and 
| ſeek ſome place, where his labour is not 
undervalued. But as in little towns, 
the diſhoneſt profit, that is plucked from 
the wages of a few, and that ariſing from. 
a generous hire of all, may not be very 
unequal; T fear, few will care much, 
about proving themſelves valuable mem- 


bers of ſociety, when they muſt run a 
greater riſk age capital, and take a 


little more trouble in ſuperintending the 
one, than the other. I am ſatisfied that 


the fluctuations we ſee in the trade of 

towns, as well as their population or de- 
population oftentimes ariſe from this 
cauſe ; and follow the conduct of gene- 


rous or narrow-minded merchants, But 


L 3 I am 
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Iam: gt out of my depth, and had bet- 
ter return as faſt as I can. 


The 5 1 of Se. Gatien 
is a grand building; and has a clock 
that deſcribes the revolutions of the 
heavenly bodies. I obſerved there ſe- 
veral tombs that were open; and was 
told, that they were deſigned for per- 
ſons who were yet living. Three young 
gentlemen of this city agreed, whenever 
they died, to be buried in the ſame 
tombs. and cauſed a magnificent one to 
be made of white marble, with ꝗiſtinct 
excavations for each coflin : but they 
have ſince quarrelled, and it now re- 
mains empty in one of the niches, for 
thoſe who chooſe to beſpeak it. [ did 
not remember to have ſeen any altars, 
ſo ornamented with waxen legs, arms, 
fingers, Kc. as they are here. The 
cuſtom is, When any one has broken 
his leg, or arm, or it may be, has a 

| whitlow 
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whitlow on his finger,. or pain of the 
head, for the relations of that perſon to 

implore the aſſiſtance of the Saint to 

whom the altar is dedicated, and pro- . 

miſe a waxen image of the part. for its | 

reſtoration. If the diſeaſed dies, the | 

expence is ſaved: but if he recovers, 

the Saint has wrought a miracle, and 

the votive repreſentation is hung up, as 

a mark of gratitude, at the ſhrine. 


To-morrow I hope to reach Orleans, 
from whence you will PEO hear 
again from 


- Yours, Ste 


L4 LM 
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"LETTER XXX 


Paris, Fuly 3½, 1775. 


— — 

3 Oc more, my friend! 
you ſee we are in the metropolis of the 
French dominions: and arrived, after 


an elliptic ramble, at the ſame place, 


from which we ſtarted two months ago. 
To- morrow we ſhall ſet out for Dieppe : 

therefore when this letter reaches you, 
imagine me to be on Engliſh ground, 
and not many miles behind it. I do 
not take any accidents on the paſſage, 
into my account. I am on very good 
terms, as far as | know, with old Eolus; 
and doubt not, to be conveyed ſafely to 


my 
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my native ſhores. But I have no time 
ta. loſe; therefore let us take a trip, as 


faſt we can, by the banks of the Loire, 


along which, as yet, I have not led 
you. 


Our journey from Tours to Orleans, 
was by far the moſt pleaſant, and pre- 
ſented the eye with proſpects more wor- 
thy attention, than any other we have 
taken in our whole rout. Well may 
the country of the Loire be called the- 
garden of France: it is indeed a beau- 
tiful river, and ſeems to ſpread fertility 
and plenty wherever it flows. I believe 
for twenty leagues we never loſt ſight 
of it, as its courſe is ſo direct, and the 
road, all the way, is extended. along its. 
banks. Sometimes indeed when we met 
a waggon on the road, we thought our- 
ſelves rather too near it: as there was 
nothing to prevent the coach from tum- 
bling, or any eccentric motion of the 
horſes, down a ſteep, into the water. 
E..ͤ „ 
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How often have I thought the want 
of population a thing to be deplored in- 
France, when for leagues, I have: not 
been able to ſee any human habitation, 
excepting a ſolitary abbey, which I con- 
ſider as worſe than none, by being ini- 
mical to the riſe of villages, towns, and 
cities. Monteſquieu, whom I hive been 
reading to-day, ſays, that la prohibiiion 
du divorce neſt pas la ſeule cauſe de la de- 
population des pays chretiens : le grand nom- 
bre d'eunuques quils ont parmi eux n'en eſt 
pas une moins conſiderable. Je parle des 
pretres, et des dervis, de Jun, & de l autre 
exe ;, qui Je vouent a une continence eter- 
nelle: c'eſt chez les chretiens, la vertu par 
excellence, en quoi je ne les comprends pas, 
ne ſgachant ce que c eſt qu'une vertu, dont il 
ne reſulte rien. Ce metier de continence a 
aneanti plus d hommes, que les peſtes, & les 
guerres, les plus ſanglantes n'ont jamais fait. 
On wont, dans cba jue maiſon religieuſe, une 
famille ctergellt; ou il ne nait perſonne, & 


qui 
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qui ſ*entretient aux depens de routes les au- 
tres. Ces maiſons ſont toujours ouvertes, 
comme autant de. gouffres, ou enſeviliſſent 
les races Futures. believe it is certain, 
that were it not for thoſe eunuchs, as be 
calls the religieux; France would not 
have ſo many large tracts of uninhabited 
country. However this may be, that of 
the Loire by no means comes under the 
predicament, but is as well peopled as 
its fertility ſeems to allow it to be. 
Cities, towns, and villages, all crowd 
around that deſirable ſpot : and the fields 
were filled with labourers, that did not 
appear to force a churliſh ſoil for ſcanty 
bread,, but to reap the produce of rich- 
er and more generous paſtures, than 1 
have yet ſeen: 


Remember here, that I am only com- 
paring one part of France,. with others. 
of the-ſame country ; for believe me, 
this vated garden, theſe luxuriant paſ- 

3 


— 
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tures cannot, by. any means, be put in 
competition with the banks of the 
Thames, and thoſe of many other 1ivers 
in England. Prejudice! rank prejudice ! 
this may be called-——1 do not pretend 
to be free from it: but yet think no 
Engliſhman can poſſeſs more than is to 
be found in every individual almoſt of 
this kingdom. I am not ſurprized to 


hear people aſſert that it is impoſlible 


any ſpot can exceed the banks of the 
Loire; *tis but of a piece with the gaſ- 
conades which few are inclined to com- 
bat, and many, with whom every thing 
our of their own country is wonderful, 
have approved by repetition. A proof 
of ſuperiority of beauty either in the 
Thames, or Loire, cannot be deduced 
from ſyllogiſtic arguments: it is merely 
an Opinion, which I cannot demonſtrate 
to be a juſt one: but J have formed it 
upon ſeeing both, and it is therefore 
more probably fo, than that of a French- 


man, 


— 
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man, who has only ſeen one. But I am 
wandering from the ſtraight road to 


Orleans. 


The Loire runs on a ſtining gravel, 
which makes its channel uncertain, by 
forming itſelf into ridges, and little 
iſlands, that have an appearance ſimi- 
lar to thoſe formed in other rivers by 
the flux and reflux of the tides. Theſe 
are very numerous, aud ſo near the ſur- 
face of the water, that an unſkifful pilot 
may run on them, and not be able to 
ſhove off his boat again, without great 
difficulty. The river is ſaid to be well 
ſtocked with fiſh; and notwithſtanding 
it flows through ſo many provinces and 
different ſoils to be perfealy limpid, and 
in every reſpect fit. for uſe. Compared 
with the Rhone and Garonne, the Loire is 
a paſtoral ſtream; it has more beauty, 
but leſs dignity, and wild grandeur. 


When 
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' When we came to Orleans, we learnt 
that a criminal was to be broken alive 
at eleven o'clock that evening; and in 
our rambles through the ſtreets, ſaw the 
ſcaffold, wheel, and preParations for the 
execution. The papers of the condem- 
nation were ſold as laſt dying ſpeeches 
about the ſtreets of London: By one 
+ of theſe I learnt, that the poor wretch. 
was convicted of belonging to a troop: 
of thieves, that infeſted the foreſt of Or- 
Jeans ; and of conveying them proviſi- 
ons, arms, and neceſſaries. It was in 
this important deputation of providing: 
for his companions. that he was ſurpriz- 
ed, and taken. He had entered the city 
diſguiſed as a peaſant, and after he had: 
executed his commiſſion, might have 
rejoined them in ſafety, had he not tak- 
en it into his head to brave the police by. 
committing a daring robbery, and en- 
creaſing the ſtores he meant to convey to 
them, But his anlucky ſtar was in the 
| zenith: 
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zenith : for after having robbed a houſe, 
and bound every perſon in it, he was 
ſeized as he was decamping with his. 
booty. His ſentence was to have the 
queſtion ordinuty, and extraordinary, 
in order to oblige him to diſcover the 
haunts of his comrades; and afterwards 
to have, as the ſentence ran, les bras, 
1ambes, cuiſſes, & reins rompus vifs ſur un 
echafaud qui ſera: pour cet effet dreſſe ſur Ig 
place du Murtroi de cette ville, ga fait mis 
{ur une rote, la face tournte vers le ciel pour 


y refler juſque ce qu'il expire. 


After we had ſupped, and the time 
drew near when this tremendous ſen- 
tence was to be executed, I walked out 
with a gentteman who had. been our fel- 
low-traveller from Bourdeaux, to ſee 
the proceſſion of the crimina[l; and in- 
tended to return, as ſoon as the Bourrear 
was about to begin his office. My 
friend's imagination had already pre- 

| ſented 
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ſented a picture to him ſufficiently hor- 
rid : and as he had no inclination to 
heighten it with the reality, he ſtaid at 
the auberge. The place du Martroi is a 
large ſquare, capable of holding a vaſt 
concourſe of people: however, I found 
it filled, tho' not thronged, with males, 
and females, not only of the vulgar claſs, 
for there were ſome who ſtrutted in em- 
broidery and fi]ks. They were walking 
in parties, as though they only came to 
enjoy the benefit of air, and exerciſe. I 
was quite ſurprized to ſee a multitude 
of young girls, whoſe delicate nerves, I 
ſhould have imagined, would have been 
agitated at even the recital of human 
miſery, flocking to fee the expoſition of 
it, as if they expected a feu dartifice. 


The ſcaffold if I might judge by the 
eye was about twenty feet ſquare, and 
raiſed five above the ground. The ſtake 
that ſupported one corner of it appeared: 

1 three 


— 
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three feet above the boards, and had a 
common wheel of four feet diameter, 
fixed by the nave on it, as on its axis. 
We were examining this, when the 
Bourreau brought ſome ropes, and a tri- 
angular bar of iron, the inſtrument of 
terror, As ſoon as historch was ſeen on 
the ſcaffold, the hovſes around were 
crouded at the windows, with ſpectators 

of all ranks, and denominations. Soon 
after came the guards on horſeback ; 

with the criminal in a cart. He was 
lifted out by the Bourreau, having no- 
thing on but his ſhirt; and was attend- 
ed by two monks with torches flaming 
in their hands. I then attempted to re- 


tire, but erouds were preſſiug on me be- 


hind, and I found it impoſſible, without 
danger of being trodden to death. The 
poor wretch who was to ſuffer, I judged 
to be about twenty-eight or thirty years 
of age. He did not wring his hands, 
nor ſhow any marks of terror, and con- 

trition, 
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trition, in tears, or cries : bit looked 
round on the ſpectators, in a manner 
that has often, I am perſuaded, been 
falſely attributed to unconcern, and a 
| hardened heart. But if I might judge 
by ms countenance, though he looked 
round, he looked at nothing: his 
thoughts were harrowed up, and that 
vacant horror which appeared in his 
eyes ſeemed to ſhow that the faculties 
| of the ſoul ſtood aloof from the body, 


even before the moment of their final 
ſeparation: 


When the executioner had brought 
him to the middle of the ſcaffold, he 
proceeded to ſtrip his ſhirt from his arms 
down to his waiſt, and then to bind him 
to a croſs, as it appeared to me. It was 
plain what effect the torture of the 
queſtion extraordinary had had; as eve- 
ry Joint was covered with blood, and he 
was incapable of walking. The queſti- 

| on 
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on is not always the ſame; but by this 
I imagine that he had been ſtretched on 
a bed, till ſome of his veins and liga- 
ments had burſt. The monks now be- 
gan to talk to him, and to repeat ſome 
prayers, and ſoon after turning from him 
began to ſing, I ſuppoſe a hymn. All 
this time J found myſelf violently agi- 
tated, how I cannot deſcribe; my ſenſa- 
tions were ſuch, as I neyer felt before. 


I accuſed myſelf of cruel curioſity, and — 


whilſt he was binding made another at- 
tempt to get at a diſtance, as Iwas cloſe 
to the ſcaffold: but my companion told 
me, I could not paſs the horſe, and gave 
me a phial of liqueur to drink, which he 
had taken the precaution to put in his 
pocket. Immediately as the monks 
turned their backs, the Bourreau caught 
up the bar, and finiſhed his dreadful of- 
fice of breaking the limbs, in leſs than a 
minute, without aſingle ſhriek, from the 
poor criminal. The blows were as rapid 
as 
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as he could firike them, one on each leg, 
and each thigh,'two on each arm, and 
two on the ribs. He then laid the man- 
gled carcaſe on the wheel, which he 
brought forwards, and placed on the 
corner-ſtake, which I mention as raifed 
above the ſcaffold. Here, with his aſ- 
ſiſtants, he folded each limb, ſo that 
every fracture appeared; and bound 
him in the manner in which he was to be 

expoſed. The monks after this began 
to talk to him again, and what ſurpriz- 


ad me was, that he turned his head, and 
' ſeemed able to attend, and to anfiver, 


In this fituation I thought, according to 


| hie ſentence, ki. 


he was io be left to linger, 
till hana, from the fanguiſh of his 
broken limbs; but the Bourreau had not 


pet ſhewn the compaſſionate part of his 


office : for ſoon after he brought a rope 
over the criminal's breaſt, and ſtraining 


It, put in a minute a period to his life, 
and miſery. | 


The 
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The morning that we left Orleans, we 
ſaw him expoſed on the wheel, at the 
entrance of the foreſt, with ſeven or 
eight-and-twenty others, who had un- 
dergone the ſame puniſhment. This 


is an execution of which I never was 
before, nor ever will be again a ſpec- 


ta tor. 
i 
„„ „ 


